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THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN authorities’ scheme, prepared 
by ~Mr. Peter. Shepheard, B.Arch., A.R.IB.A., 
A.M.T.P.L, for a permanent memorial garden on land 
to the east of St. Paul’s Cathedral, between Cannon- 
street and Watling-street, is described and illustrated. 


SOME THOUGHTS on the future of Plymouth, with 
particular reference to its planning and building 
development, are contributed by Professor A. E. 
Richardson, R.A., F.R.I.B.A. 


GUILDFORD BorouGH CoUNCIL invite architects 
registered in this country to submit designs in com- 
petition for a civic hall proposed to be erected on the 
Firs Estate, London-road, Guildford. Mr. G. A. 
Jellicoe has been appointed assessor, and premiums of 
£1,000, £500 and £250 are offered. The closing date 
for designs is April 30, 1950. 


York FESTIVAL, 1951, AUTHORITIES announce an 
architectural competition for a block of flats. 


THE worK of re-roofing the cloisters at New College, 
Oxford, being carried out under the direction of R. 
Fielding Dodd and Stevens, F. and A.R.I.B.A., incorpor- 
ates an ancient craft—stone slating. The work is 
described and illustrated. » 
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A SCHEME prepared by Messrs. Louis de Soissons, 


A.R.A., and Partners, for the development of Union- 
street, Plymouth, by the erection of three- and four- 
storey blocks of flats is described and illustrated. 


THE RESIGNATION of “Sir Malcolm Tristram Eve as 
Chairman of the War Damage Commission and the 
Central Land Board is announced. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS BUILDING WEEK, the first event of 
its kind to be held in this country, was opened by the 
Minister of Works on September 18. The exhibition 
which forms part of the Week’s attractions is described, 
and extracts are given from the paper read by Sir 
Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., P-.P.R.I.B.A., on ‘* Architects 
and the Building Industry.” 


Notes for the information of local authorities on the 
provisions of the Housing Act, 1949, and memoranda 
on matters relating thereto have been issued as Circular 
90/49 by the Ministry of Health. ‘ 


COMMENTS on the effect the devaluation of the £ is 
likely to have upon imports of timber from hard 
currency areas, particularly Canada, have been made 
by a Board of Trade spokesman to a representative 
of The Builder. 


THE FIRST post-war report of the Road Research 
Board gives details of research work undertaken 
during the last three years. 
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Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN, M.P., Minister of Health, has 
accepted an invitation :to open the twenty-third 
Building Exhibition at Olympia on Thursday, 
November 17. The exhibition authorities report that 
this year’s exhibition is larger than the 1947 one by 
20 per cent. more stands, and an additional gallery has 
been incorporated in the Exhibition area. 400 


FoR THE GUIDANCE of those who are doubtful as to 


“where applications for timber licences must be sent in 


various circumstances, the London Master Builders’ 
Association has recently issued in a circular a.copy 
of a Timber Control memorandum which explains the 
procedure. 400 


THAT there was no doubt of the amount of work ahead 
of the building industry and that activities in view 
would demand the full attention of the industry for 
many years to come were the chief points made by 
Mr. C. W. Key, M.P., Minister of Works, when he 
spoke at Southampton on September 14. 401 





REPLANNING AROUND ST. PAUL’S 


N our last week’s issue we published a summary of the 
recent proposals for the preliminary stages of the 
replanning of the city, issued by the Improvements committee. 
These allocate seven areas where the destructign has been 
most comprehensive and which, in ccasaieiaied the 
Corporation regards it as desirable to purchase with a view 
to redevelopment ; the total extent of these areas has now 
been agreed with the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning at 23: acres. 

The largest group. embodies two areas to the east of 
Aldersgate-street which extend to Coleman-street; there 
are three smaller ones west of Walbrook, east of Bishopsgate 
and north of the Custom House; but by far the most impor- 
tant from the architectural point of view are the two remain- 
ing ones to the north and-east of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Only 
for the last one is the proposed development plan. issued, 
in the form of two alternatives (included in our issue of 
September 16), and the place occupied by the others in 
the general scheme of Dr. Holden and Professor Holford 
can only be fully appreciated by a reference to their plan.* 

It must be recognised: that the present instalment agreed 
.on for acquisition is far from meeting the demands of this 
general scheme for it will not do more than provide for asmall 
fraction of it. Of course, this is to be regretted, but having 
regard to the present financial position it is only possible 
to proceed by degrees lasting over a fairly long period, and 
to realise the profits from earlier development, before others 
are put in hand. Such a course will be practicable under 
the present proposals. 

In the treatment of the surroundings of St. Paul’s it 
would have been better had these been shown in their 
entirety as the question is not merely one of expanding the 


‘open space in its immediate proximity and of keeping 


noisy traffic at a greater distance, but also of providing view- 
points from which the massing and fine proportions of the 
building can be seen. This is not the case at so close 
a range as that provided by the distance from the nearer 
frontages even when these are set back to such distances as 
may be regarded as economically practicable. The real 
demand from the esthetic aspect is for the opening up 
of lines to the west and east, and also, if it can be managed, 


* See The Builder, May 30, 1947. 
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to north and south approximating to the axial lines of the 
cathedral so that good impressions from. some three or 
four hundred yards away can be secured. From the west 
this cannot be the cate while the railway viaduct from Black- 
friars to Holborn remains, but it is part of the transport 
programme that this should be removed though it is not 
perhaps immediately possible, and there would then be 
good opportunities in this direction. 

Towards the east an open space in the acquired area 
between St. Paul’s and Bow church would be of greater 
value than the widening of Watling-street and to the south 
an opening at least as far as Queen Victoria-street, if not to 
the River, has been indicated in schemes which have already 
appeared and evoked popular interest. It has previously 
been recommended that special height: limitations should 
be applicable to frontages which would be seen in con- 
junction with the cathedral; having regard to its propor- 
tions probably 60 ft. would not be excessive, and in deciding 
such questions the use of an adjustable model on a scale 
that would allow of photographs being taken should be 
of value. The importance of this matter to the dignity of 
our capital city demands that the most intensive study 
should be given to it. 


CONTROL OF EDUCATIONAL 
BUILDING SCHEMES 


A FORTNIGHT ago we noted the issue by the Ministry 
of Education of Administrative Memorandum No. 
337, announcing the establishment as from September 12 
of a new “‘ Architects’ and Building Branch,” in which will 
be amalgamated the present “‘ Architects’ Branch ”’. and the 
“Buildings and Priority Branch.” To this new organisation 
will be transferred “certain work hitherto done by Schools, 
Further Education, Teachers, and Special Services Branches 
during the planning stages of projects’. It will be under 
the joint control of the Chief Architect and the Principal 
Priority Officer. The Memorandum describes its function 
and its procedure at some length (see pp. 827-8 of our issue 
of September 9), and says that the changes “‘ are designed 
to ease and speed up the handling of building projects.” 
With that worthy object no architect or builder will dis- 
agree, for the long delays hitherto encountered between the 
start of a school-building scheme and its achievement were 
vexatious to all concerned. Yet there is more in this new 
departure than a mere shuffling of officials. The new 
branch has a far more ambitious purpose than was ever 
permitted to the architects of the Ministry (formerly the 
Board) of Education in times not long past, and the Archi- 
tects’ staff has been greatly strengthened in numbers and 
status. The day has gone when its function was limited 
to the use of a rubber stamp supplemented by tactful but 
often extremely valuable suggestions to architects, whether 
municipal officials or private practitioners, who submitted 
plans to the Board for approval. . Under the new scheme, 
the Ministry’s architects will take the initiative and act as 
pioneers or missionaries. This work, described in the 
Ministry’s Circular 191, will be undertaken by the “‘ Develop- 
ment Group,” whose duty it will be “ to investigate jointly 
with the Inspectorate ”’ and other members of the Ministry’s 
staff “the architectural implications of new educational 
trends and to keep those concerned informed of the results 
of these investigations.” - The new Branch will also advise 
local authorities on building policies, procedure; and 
programmes; and will provide an information-service on 
all technical developments. Opinions will ‘probably differ 
as to the merits of the scheme. On the one hand, as we 

have remarked already, any change that will facilitate the 

rapid passage of school-building schemes will be welcomed ; 
and perhaps the majority of architects outside the Ministry’s 
staff will also welcome the prospective supply of technical 
information and advice from an unprejudiced and authori- 
tative central source. On the other hand, the innovation 
does mean more power and more initiative in the hands of 
the Civil Service, with a possible risk of more “* remote 
control ”’ of planning and design from Whitehall, or rather 
from Curzon-street. Individualists, who are numerous 
among private practising architects, may not be enthusiastic 
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about the proposal ; whereas socialists will probably 
herald it as one further step towards the New Jerusalem. 
The proof of the pudding will be in the eating; and we may 
couple our good wishes for the success of the Branch with 
the fervent hope that its staff will bear in mind the hard- 
ships of the long-suffering taxpayer and ratepayer when 
giving a lead that inevitably will influence the way in which 
hundreds of millions of pounds will be expended in the 
interest of public education. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS BUILDING WEEK 


OPENING as it did on the very morrow of the Chan- 

cellor .of the Exchequer’s broadcast appeal for still 
greater industrial effort following the devaluation of the 
pound, the Tunbridge Wells Building Week, the first event 
of its kind ever to be held in this country, provides a prompt 
and virile demonstration of the readiness of the building 
industry to seek still higher efficiency within its ranks and 
to play its part in promoting the economic advancement of 
the country. 

Sponsored by the Ministry of Works in association with 
other Government departments, and with architects, civil 
engineers, employers, operatives, building material producers 
and technical colleges, this exhibition sets out to convey to 
the public the importance and achievements of the industry 
and, as the Minister of Works said at the opening, to indicate 
how seriously all who are engaged in it take their responsi- 
bilities towards the community and to encourage those 
actively engaged—whether professional men, employers or 
operatives—to still greater efforts. 

The South-Eastern Region of the Ministry of Works and 
all the organisations taking part are to be congratulated on 
presenting an instructive and interesting display which 
loses nothing by being of somewhat greater appeal to the 
layman than the recognised trade events. The building 
industry, as the exhibition shows beyond doubt, has a good 
story to tell and it is only right that an occasion should be 
made to impart it to those the industry is designed to serve— 
the public. Few visitors to the Assembly Hall and other 
buildings in which the exhibition is housed at Tunbridge 
Wells will fail to be impressed by the scale and ramifications 
of the industry’s organisation, while it is safe to assume that 
the enthusiasm likely to be engendered among the younger 
generation at seeing the craft work done by students of the 
technical colleges and the competent demonstrations of 
bricklaying and plastering by apprentices in their second 
and third years of indenture can have nothing but a bene- 
ficial result for the industry. 

By achieving the objects outlined by the Minister, the 
Tunbridge Wells venture may well be successful in other 
directions, for apart from providing for the benefit of the 
public a remarkably clear picture of the organisation, enter- 
prise and skill of one of the country’s largest and most 
complex industries, it is tangible evidence of the willingness 
existing among all the organisations allied to building to 
combine and co-operate to a high degree. It is difficult 
to think of any other industry in this country that could 
organise an exhibition so comprehensively representative 
of all its component interests. 

Yet it must be said that there is still room for even closer 
contact between the various building organisations for, 
as Sir Lancelot Keay remarked in the first lecture of the 
series given at the Building Week, “‘ If there are problems 
facing the building industry or deficiencies in its organisa- 
tion, they will be best resolved by the one remedy likely to 
remove the difficulties in all walks of life to-day, that is by 
the free discussion of these problems and the determination 
of all interested in their solution to co-operate to the fullest 
extent.”’ None will deny that the industry has its problems, 
but the Tunbridge Wells venture, admirably arranged as it 
is within convenient compass, may well help the industry to 
derive benefit from the splendid opportunities it provides 
for the public to comprehend those problems. With public 
sympathy and understanding on its side, an industry’s 
difficulties are appreciably minimised. For this reason 
alone it is to be hoped that the example set by the South- 
Eastern Region will be followed on similar lines by other 
regions throughout the country. : 
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NOTES anp NEWS 
Roadside Camping Hotels. 
N these “ devalued ” days, any. proposal 
that will bring more dollars into. this 
country is .worth careful consideration, 
and this will, no doubt, be given to the 
idea put forward by Mr. Cornelius Van- 
derbilt Whitney, Under Secretary of the 
United States Department of Commerce, 
that what he describes as “motels,” or 
roadside camping hotels, should be 
built to encourage the American visitor, 
especially the farmer. Mr. Whitney, who 
is in London to talk about plans for in- 
creased tourist traffic, sees the ‘“ motel” 
as, “* roadside camping hotels, outside 
towns, consisting of a central hotel build- 
ing surrounded by individual cabins and 
cottages and perhaps a cinema.” 

Such camping hotels are, it seems, popu- 
lar in America, but their use over here 
would cut heavily into, agricultural land 
and hit rural amenity hard, as well. We 
shall hope that Mr. Silkin’s Ministry will 
be represented and watchful. at any ex- 
ploratory discussions which may be held. 


Proposed New Bridge, Stratford. 

AT a meeting of the Stratford-on-Avon 
Town Council on September 13, it was 
reported that the president of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects’ had been 
invited to suggest the names of three emi- 
nent architects, one of whom might be 
requested to advise the Council on all 
aspects of the proposed development in 
connection with the new. bridge over the 
river to supersede the Clopton bridge. A 
letter had been- received from the Royal 
Institute giving the names of three archi- 
tects for consideration by the council, 
but pointing out that the council may 


_wish to consider the firm of Messrs. 
‘“W. H Ansell and Arthur ag of 5, 
f) 


Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, London, 
W.C.1, who are acting as consulting 
architects for the new bridge, on the 
grounds that if they were appointed for 
the layout of the area between the Clop- 
ton bridge and the new bridge a unity 
of outlook would be ensured. 


An Old Gate in Suburbia. 

Here and there in London’s overbuilt 
suburbia vestiges of an earlier and more 
gracious age are still to be found, some- 
times rather unexpectedly. Surviving near 
old Merton Church, Surrey, and shown 
in the accompanying photograph, is a 
charming and well-executed example of 
a small wrought-iron gate, dating from 
the late seventeenth or early eighteenth 
century. It was formerly the entrance 
to Church House, a Carolean mansion, 
demolished about fifty years ago, which 
was at one time the home of Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan. The gate was removed 
from its original position a few years ago 
and set up between wider nearby piers 
in the old wall, which now encloses some 
modern houses. New ironwork added at 
each side to fill the space is completely 
in harmony with the old. 


Appointments. 

Mr. G. BERNARD ALTHAM, Dip.Arch. 
(L’pool), A.R.I.B.A., of Harts Hill, Stoke- 
on-Trent, has left this country by air to 
take up an appointment as Assistant 
Architect to the Government of Ceylon. 

Mr. M. F. B. BELL. of the headquarters 
staff of the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, has been appointed Controller 
of the South Western Regional Office of 
the Ministry, at Bristol. Mr. Bell takes 
up his appointment on October 1 on the 
eo of Brigadier R. B. Peters. 
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Professional Announcements. 

THE LONDON TRANSPORT EXECUTIVE announce that 
the architect’s organisation for dealing with building 
works for railways and road services has been recently 

and two architects will now be responsible 

for these, works. -Mr. A. V. Elliott, L.R,I.B.A., as 
principal assistant architect (railways), will continue 
to: be responsible to the architect for all building 
works for the railways carried out under the super- 
vision. of the architect, and will contiriue to act as 
uty in his absence. Mr. C. S. Boughton, 
1.B.A., as. principal assistant architect (road 
services), will be responsible to the architect for all 
building works for road services carried out under 
the supervision of the architect. ' 

Messrs. MACCONVILLE, FRASER AND SYMONDS, 
chartered quantity surveyors, have opened a branch 
office at 43, Wellington-square, Hastings (Tele. : 
1813), at which address they will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues. 

Messrs. W: E. UNDERWOOD AND SON, quantity 
surveyors, announce that they have moved into new 
premises at 21, Gay-street, Bath. The telephone 
number (Bath 2687) is unchanged. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 
Saturday, September 22, 1849. 

EMPLOYMENT OF ARCHITECTS: EXETER 
ARCHITECTURAL SociETY.—The council of 
this society, in their last report, say: 
“Your committee have again, as on 
several former occasions, received appli- 
cations for gratuitous plans for the whole 
or for a portion of churches; They have 
been obliged, in all these cases, to return 
a negative answer to the application, on 
the principle of not interfering with the 
exertions of professional men, especially 
as the constant and careful supervision of 
an experienced architect is as necessary to 
the satisfactory completion of a work as 
the promising of ‘a suitable design. There 
will be always something occurring to call 
forth the genius of a living mind, and it 
is in the wise meeting of difficulties that 
skill is mainly shown; the difference be- 
tween working by architect and by pub- 
lished plans is similar in kind to that 
between ornaments carved by hand ‘and 
those stamped by machinery—the latter 
must be a faithful copy of the stamp, but 
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it is a mere lifeless reproduction of one 
i lang other has. more light and 

adow, greater variety of design, and 
greater freedom in execution, while a due 
appreciation of the principles of Christian 
art will effectually check the danger of 
variety changing into what is opposite in 
kind, or of freedom, degenerating into 
licentiousness. It needs a living architect 
to give life to a design. . . .” 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, September 27. 

Society oF HOUSING MANAGERS.— 
** American Housing”’”’ by Mr. Ernest A. 
Grunsfield, Jnr., F.A.I.A. Housing’ Centre, 
13, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF — BUILDERS’ 
FoREMEN AND CLERKS OF Works.—S3rd 
annual dinner. Chairman, Mr. Norman 
Longley, president, N.F.B.T.E. Café Royal, 
Regent-street, W. 6.45 p.m. 


Wednesday, September 28. 

L.M.B.A.—Presentation of prizes to 
Kingston apprentices by Major Leslie 
Shingleton, O.B.E., preceded by luncheon at 
Zeeta’s Restaurant, Kingston-upon-Thames. 
12.45 p.m. 

NATIONAL SMOKE ABATEMENT SOCIETY.— 
16th annual conference. Lounge Hall, Royal 
Baths, Harrogate. Continuing until October 1, 


Thursday, September 29. 

THe PuysicaL Society.—Opening of a 
course of lectures on room acoustics by 
Professor R. H. Bolt of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Royal Institution, 
Albemarle-street, W.1. 5 p.m. Continuing 
until-October 7. Tickets from the Physical 
Society, 1, Lowther-gardens, S.W.7. 

Saturday, October 1. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL Society.—** Chelsea Old 


Church,” by Mr. Edward Yates, F.S.A. 
Archbishop Davidson Institute, Lambeth- 
road, S.E.1. 3 p.m. 


PROVIDENT INSTITUTION OF BUILDERS’ FORE- 
MEN: AND ‘CLERKS OF WorkKs.—Annual social 
and dance. Victoria Hall (South Suite), 
oe House, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1. 

p.m. ; 


WROUGHT-IRON GATE, near Merton Church,. Surrey (late seventeenth- 
or early eighteenth-century). (See Note.) 
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Copyright : The Times. 


MEMORIAL GARDEN, ‘ST: PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 


HE City Corporation’are recom- the scheme was fully outlined) to 
mended by their Improvements select land east of St. Paul’s Cathe- 
and Town Planning Committee (as_ dral (bounded by St. Paul’s Church- 
reported in our last issue, when yard, Cheapside, Bread-street and 











Pian showing relation of Memorial Garden to the Cathedral. 
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An aerial view of St. Paul’s from the east. 


Cannon-street) as. Redevelopment 
Unit No. 1. Part of this area is 
to be laid out as a’ permanent 
memorial garden for which respon- 
sibility for design has been given 
to the Festival of Britain, 1951. The 
Festival authorities’. scheme, for 
which Mr. Peter Shepheard, 
B.Arch. (Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A., - 
A.M.T.P.1., is ‘architect, is now 
illustrated. ; 

The garden has been conceived 
as a formal composition, but, in 
order to focus attention on. the 


“wiew of St. Paul’s, which is a little 


to the north of the main axis of 
the site,:the design is not symmetri- 
cal. “Fhe: miain part. of the design 


' is a permanent memorial garden’ 


with .extensions at each end which 
may ‘be. given over in future to new 
roads. .,The scheme is in four main ‘ 
sections: .. . 


1. Atemporary exhibition build- 
ing with a refreshment room to be 
erected as far as practicable on the 
site of the proposed new road from 
a “widened Cannon-street to St. 
Paul’s-place,..where it runs across 
the area to be used for the Festival 
scheme. It is inténded that the 
Exhibition itself should primarily 
be one representing the history of 
the City and the Corporation’s own 
activities with regard to reconstruc- 
tion in other spheres. 


2. The centre section will be a 
garden, sunk some four feet below 
road level to ensure a better view 
of the garden from the roads and 
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adjoining terraces. The garden will be bordered 
with trees on each side. It is hoped that for this 
fairly large trees can be obtained and planted. The 
trees on the south side would be large-growing 
limes or Cornish elms, those on the north side 
small flowering trees. This lack of symmetry will 
lead the eye to the north side of-the open space 
and on to the view of the Cathedral. 


_ EEE eee sassicinteaeenaatie 














THE BUILDER 


A perspective, looking from the restaurant building. towards the Cathedral. 


[ANIA 





3. Beyond this slightly sunken- garden there 
will be a paved area at road level with flower beds 
containing a variety of flowering plants. The flags 
or banners which will flank this paved area are 
intended to perform two functions. First, to ter- 
minate the view of the garden from the east, though 
at the same time not to block the view of St. 
Paul’s, but to lend it distance and scale. Second, 
to frame St. Augustine’s Church in the passing 
view from Cannon-street. 

4. The “D”-shaped west end of the site might 
be left almost in its present state as a flower- 
covered ruin, a reminder of the devastation rendered 
by the war. It will be the first untouched piece of 
City ruin which the visitor to St. Paul’s from the 
West End will see, and will emphasise how nearly 
destruction approached the Cathedral itself. This 
proposal will require further consideration at a 
latér stage; alternatively, the area might be grassed 
over with a view to its eventual inclusion in the 
enlarged Cathedral Precinct. 











Perspective of Memorial Garden, with St. Augustine’s Church in background. 
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THE HARBOUR, PLYMOUTH. From a water colour by Professor Richardson, R.A., F.R.LB.A. 


Plymouth: Some Thoughts on its Futur 


By Professor A. E. Richardson, R.A., F.R.1.B.A. 


[Tt is now nearly fifty years sifice I 
first became interested in the archi- 
tecture of the West of England, a 
hobby which led to the writing of 
many articles and at least one book. 
The criticism aroused by these activi- 
ties caused some pangs, but after the 
damage to historical buildings the book 
gained favour. A recent visit to Ply- 
mouth brought to my mind a vivid 
picture of the brilliancy of. the 
vanished past, and at the same time 
revealed the devastation caused by 
enemy action in the late war. 


A Town Without Compeer. 


In plain truth, the centres of the 
Three Towns have been reduced to 
their foundations; we are becoming 
familiar with scenes which recall the 
sites of Knossos, Mycenz and Pompeii. 
‘ Added to this there is the general spirit 
of despondency due to the craze for 
levelling down which is so largely 
political and vindictive. In Plymouth, 
the Civic Centre stands in Balcluthan 
starkness. Shopping has been dis- 
rupted, rateable values replaced by 
Government subsidies, while groups of 
councillors. meet to discuss a future 
which they will never enjoy. The 
acceptance of the master-plan for 
Plymouth, however, has already been 
productive of stately new avenues, so 
far mere tracks on the horizontal 
plane, emphasising the desolation. 

Half a century ago Plymouth, as a 
town, was without compeer in the 


West Country. There were the streets, 
squares, crescents and terraces of the 
Regency type, designed by Foulston, 
with additions in the early Victorian 
manner by Wightwick. There were 
odd nooks and corners, fine shops and 
stately office buildings. The old town, 
clustering round the original anchor- 
age, was still proud of its tall, over- 
hanging houses that recalled the poops 
of Elizabethan ships. There was the 
old slated house near the spot which 
witnessed the departure of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, and many other features of 
interest. At Stonehouse could be seen 
the homes of the Admirals and Sea 
Captains. who had fought the com- 
bined fleets of France and Spain under 
Nelson. There, in retirement, the 
band of brothers lived their battles 
over again in gentle ease, with 
mahogany furniture, ivory ship models 
and the orders of distinction given to 
them by a grateful nation. In Devon- 
port could be seen a complete 18th- 
century naval town. This had first 
come into being when Vanbrugh 
designed the Gun Wharf for King 
William III. Then for more than a 
century numerous houses of limestone 
and slate housed the families of those 
who built and manned the ships of the 
Georgian Navy. At the beginning of 
the 19th century the Three Towns 
began to amalgamate; such was the 
growth of the streets in response to the 
building of ships of war and the 
exploits of seamen. : 


A little reflection on historical matters 
will relate the architecture which re- 
sulted to the more stirring events of 
those days. Twice in succession during 
a hundred years France had been sub- 
dued; the first British Empire had been 
disrupted by the revolt of the Ameri- 
can Colonies; India and Canada had 
been wrested from France and formed 
the nucleus of an overseas Empire 
which would ensure prosperity for an- 
other century. The mighty struggle 
with Napoleon ended in 1815, when 
the beaten Emperor gazed at Plymouth 
from the deck of an English warship. 
Who then, or at any subsequent time 
in the security of the 19th century, 
could have foretold the future of 
Plymouth or prophesied that the 
Three Towns would be subjected to 
enemy insult and partly destroyed? 

Plymouth exists by the spirit of the 
sea-dogs who consolidated the Navy, 
whose adventures in distant lands 
made possible the expansion of the 
overseas Empire, guaranteeing free- 
dom at home. The rise and decline 
of cities and towns is part of the action 
and reaction which js inevitable in the 
ebb and flow of communities. There 
can be no remedy for this, and con- 
tinual patching must be resorted to. 
Total destruction is another matter. 
Yet the entire system of things natural 
is presented in everything man-made, 
whether it be ships, buildings or goods 
and chattels. It is equally curious that 
in this turmoil of existence, which has 
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never changed since the world first 
became civilised, there is’ preserved a 
just balance, that is to say, what is 
gained in one direction is lost in 
another. The same elements of decay 
exist in things newly planned as in 
those of ancient lineage. In a similar 
way, the influences of climate, of local 
custom and of national traits have to 
blend with the innumerable activities 
of the human species. One concludes, 
therefore, that Plymouth owed its 
origin to sea-power, and as long as 
this is kept going so the future pros- 
pects of the town are assured. Witness 
ihe exploits of the Amethyst. 


Plymouth, A Rocky Bastion. 


The misfortune which has come to 
this West Country metropolis was not 
entirely unexpected. Here was a mili- 
iary target, well known to the Ger- 
mans and often spied upon. It was 
thought to be vulnerable to aerial 
attack but impregnable to attack from 
the sea. It is significant that forts, 
dockyards and barracks ones the 
serious damage which shattered 
private property. It is now clear that 
it was the objective of the subtle 
Teutonic mind to destroy civilian 
enterprise and thus confuse and 
weaken the military arm. What the 
Germans forgot was that strength 
derives from weakness, and that when 
a country is sorely stricken its de- 
fenders become armed with secret 
spiritual forces. To the Devonian the 
mass destruction, the blasting of 
churches, and the sweeping away of 
lithic history mattered little if the 
nation survived. Besides, Drake was 


being attacked and his spirit was still’ 


present. It was seen that the wounds 
would heal, that. time would bring 
compensations, that the new, given the 
opportunity, would spring up Pheenix- 
like from the embers of the old. There 
was a firm belief in recovery and 
optimism regarding the strength and 
deep resources of England. With stir- 
ring speeches and the example of a 
great national figure and leader, a 
statesman in every sense and one as 
prominent as any in the annals of 
England, the will to surmount all diffi- 
culties and to conquer brought 
eventual reward. The.long war was 
won; the traditions of the country’s 
mighty past were vindicated. It was 
shown that the spirit of a peace-loving 
people could be armed to thwart 
tyranny. Once again Plymouth formed 
a rocky bastion in the fortress of Old 
England. 

You will say: What has all this to 
do with town planning, architecture, 
art or social well-being? I will say: 
Everything, because it represents the 
fibres of the race to which we belong. 
There was not much wrong with the 
Three Towns of pre-war times. The 
very inequalities which brought naval 
Plymouth into being can now be 
viewed in true perspective. We have 
much to regret, but, after all, the 19th 
century represents a very short inter- 
val in the life of a great nation. The 
period that has vanished was _ un- 
doubtedly prosperous, but the times 
were not equally comfortable, the 
hardships were just as many, the tears 
just as frequent as they are to-day. 


THE BUILDER 


We become more. optimistic when 
we determine to face the future. We 
realise that there are compensations 
even in such a calamity as the destruc- 
tion of the best part of a city. We 
understand that coming generations 
will eventually thank us for bearing 
up, although we may contribute little 
in material things. Yes, the remedial 
forces are too powerful to be disre- 
garded or set lightly aside. The de- 
struction of buildings, the dislocation 
of trade, the social revolution, all may 
combine to terminate one period of 
living, but just as surely another era 
is ushered in. On to the junk heap 
go buildings, bric-a-brac, ships’ 
machinery, locomotives; nay, even 
men and women, admirals, generals 
and politicians. Just as readily another 
lot pop up. 

The older minds that watch this per- 
formance may be a little doubtful, but 
what advice they can offer is available 
at least for rejection. Yet, despite all 
this, we may be allowed to repine our 
losses a little, to mourn awhile the 
passing of a period which seemed to 
be both happy and permanent. After 
all, we belonged to it, and it at least 
produced all the younger generation. 
That is why certain folk value the 
conventional scenery of the West 
Country towns. There yet remain 
some lessons to be learnt, something 
to be gained anent the spirit and the 
quality of other days. For it is the 
duty of all concerned, be they profes- 
sional or of private status, to endow 
the new Plymouth with beauty. 


Preservation of Local Character. 

Here is a great opportunity to re- 
capture the spirit and character of a 
town whose outward appearance is of 
such moment. The Plymouth of 
which we all carry memories was a 
comely, waterproof -looking place, 
built of local limestone, granite and 
stucco, with silvery-grey slates for the 
roofs. The very pavements were 
unique, being formed of Devonshire 
marble, which became more resplen- 
dent when it rained. It would be a 
pity to banish such qualities for some- 
thing more mechanical-looking. The 
aim should be to enhance the charm 
of the Three Towns of the future, to 
localise the rebuilding, so to speak, and 
to enter into a conspiracy with sun- 
shine and rain. 

The outward appearance of build- 
ings is supremely important not only 
to the people of to-day but to those 
who will call Plymouth home in the 
future. It should not be forgotten that 
this great country is at the dawn of a 
new Renaissance in which the spirit 
of the people will aspire to a newer 
patriotism and a deeper morality. 
Buildings should be shaped so that 
they will inspire the people who see 
them to emulate effects which at first 
sight appear imponderable. This task 
of improving the face of a city is 
something transcendently superior to 
the ordinary task of setting out 
facades. It is, in fact, something 
related to the local genius and 
demands spontaneity of touch. 

The finer aspects of civics are en- 
tirely dissociated from political bias. It 
is an axiom that civic pride is attained 
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by all sections of the community. It 
is something which raises the tone of 
a town, causing foreigners to wonder 
and to remember with gratitude. It is, 
therefore, of supreme importance that 
the face of a city should bear the im- 
press of culture. There is no need to 
quote the superiority of Paris, of 
Vienna, of Madrid, or of other cities 
in this regard when we have such 
splendid examples in England. I refer 
to the visual character of Bath, of 
Edinburgh, Dublin, and to the finer 
parts of London. When we think of 
the colleges of the older Universities 
and of the stately monuments which 
came into being in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, we regret the over-mechani- 
sation of the present age. 

No useful purpose will be served by 
disparaging the immature attempts 
which have been made in the name of 
commerce to erect buildings for 
specific purposes. That certain build- 
ings fall far short of an ideal is due, 
no doubt, to the economic difficulties 
of an age which is struggling towards 
the light. We have to better these 
defects, not to increase them. It is 
therefore essential that the rebuilding 
of a civic centre in an important town 
should express humane rather than 
sensational tendencies. With the 
architects now in charge of the re- 
building and remodelling of the Three 
Towns the civic authorities can be 
assured of a sympathetic approach. 
The main fact remains, however, that 
discipline is essential. In the great 
days of culture—when the arts of 
architecture, painting and sculpture 
were undivided; when the crafts were 
attuned to the creative arts; and when 
all men discussed the probity of works 
of the hand—rightness of expression 
was general in things visual. It is all 
the more remarkable that the science 
of zsthetics as it is expounded to-day 
was then unknown. 


The Use of Arcades. 


Apart from the civic buildings, there 
are the great shopping emporia and 
other structures which form the hub 
of a town’s activities. How this calls 
for imaginative skill in external treat- 
ment! hat a joy it. would be if 
Plymouth could have arcaded streets, 
not, perhaps, on the scale of the Rue 
de Rivoli in Paris, but modest_covered 
ways similar to the arcades of that old 
town in the Haut Savoie, Annecy, or, 
nearer to Plymouth itself, the Butter- 
walks of Totnes. This does not mean 
that the new arcades would imitate the 
old except in principle, but how wel- 
come arcades would be. 

They would serve as so many porti- 
coes to the great bazaars. In these en- 
lightened :days, there are signs that 
huge sheets of plate glass and un- 
seemly lettering are being banished. 
Certes there should be nothing of 
mock antiquity in the new Plymouth; 
at the same time there should be 
nothing that would grow out of date 
too quickly, for architecture should be 
above fashion. After all, the old 
buildings of the Three Towns which 
have been knocked into dust were 
pleasing to the eye, and we are entitled 
to think that the new should be equally 
alluring. 

\ 
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. COMPETITION NEWS 
New Civic Hall, Guildford 


({UILDFORD Borough Council invite 

architects registered in this country 
to submit designs in competition for a civic 
hall proposed to be erected on the Firs 
Estate, London-road, Guildford. Mr. 
G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A., is the assessor, 


“and premiums offered are £1,000, £500 


and £250 for the designs placed first, 
second and third. 

Conditions are obtainable, on deposit 
of £2 2s., from the Town Clerk, Municipal 
Offices, Guildford, Surrey, to whom any 

uestion which competitors desire to ask 
should be addressed by November, 15 
next, and to whom designs must be dent 
not later than April 30 next. It is the 
intention of the Council to proceed with 
the scheme as soon as a building licence 
can be obtained. The total cost of the 
building, exclusive of, the site layout, is 
not to exceed £150,000. 

THe Sire.—Competitors may retain, 
alter or demolish any existing buildings 
or other features not affected by the 
improvement line. The land’ marked 
“ Puttock’s Garage” will remain a built- 
up area. No public vehicular entrance 
from the London road will be allowed 
south of the existing entrance to “the 
Firs,” or within 100 feet of Dene-road. It 
is suggested that there should be no 
vehicular egress to the London-road, 
Dene-road may be used as an exit road 
and otherwise as desirable.. Alexandra- 
terrace must not be used. Although the 
buildings will not be visible from the 
High-street, competitors should note that 
the silhouette may form a feature of the 
town as a whole. 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOMMODATION, The 


requirements are pe gd one large hall pe 
a 


1, with easy access and 


and one small h 
extensive car parks. 

The halls are to be such that they can 
be used separately and simultaneously, or 
together for one function. 

Large Hall. Hall to seat 1,200 persons, 
of whom approximately 300 should be 
disposed on a balcony or balconies. Space 
for seating 4 ft. by. 2 ft. per, person, includ- 


ing gangways. ‘The rake of the balcony 
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need allow for clear vision of the stage 
only. Concert hall requirements of stage 
are for an orchestra of 60 and a choir 
of 200. The choir seating should be 
movable. A dignified entrance foyer, 
with box office. Light refreshment room 
or lounge, to seat 200 persons. Bar. Pub- 
lic cloakrooms and lavatories. Chair store. 
Accommodation to serve stage: 

Small Hall. Hall to seat 500 persons, 
a proportion of whom could be disposed 
on a balcony or balconies, or on a rai 
or ramped section of the floor. The stage 
is to be suitable for amateur theatricals, 
with proscenium and curtain, but no 
scenery “fly” tower. 30 ft. from rear 
to front. No orchestra pit. The hall is 
to be provided with separate entrance, 
box office, cloakrooms and lavatories, 
refreshment room or lounge, bar. Chair 
store. Accommodation to serve stage. 

Accommodation required in  connec- 
tion with both Halls: Steward’s office, 
150 sq. ft., storage, 400 sq. ft., kitghen for 
light refreshments only, service room with 
hot closets adequate to serve a banquet to 
400 persons, and small staff rest room, 
lavatories, cleaners’ accommodation, etc. 

Caretaker’s flat, having living room, 150 
sq. ft., 1 bedroom, 130 sq. ft., 1 bedroom, 
110 sq. ft., and kitchen, bathroom, etc. 


Flats for Yorkshire Festival, 1951 


Tue York Festival Society, Ltd., in- 
vites architects resident in Great Britain 
and Eire to submit designs in competition 
for a block of flats in Paragon-street, 
York, to be built by the Corporation of 
the City of York as part of the City’s 
housing programme. The competition is 
organised in connection with the York 
Festival of 1951 (June 2-16), and the 
building is to be completed by then and 
open for public inspection during the 
riod of the Festival. _ Premiums of 
£250, £150 and £75 are offered. The 
assessor is Mr. W. A. Eden, MiA., F.S.A., 
A.R.I.B.A., of Leeds. Conditions, on 
deposit of £2 2s., from Mr. Keith Thom- 
son, Artistic Director, York Festival, 
1951, 1, Museum-street, York. Cheques 
payable to the York Festival Society. 
Designs should be received by January 
18, 1950, and the last day for questions is 
November 12 next. 
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GUILDFORD CIVIC HALL COMPETITION : Site. plan. 
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RE-ROOFING OF 
’ CLOISTERS, NEW 
COLLEGE, OXFORD 


R. FIELDING DODD AND STEVENS, 
F. AND A.R.LB.A., ARCHITECTS 


AN example of one of the old crafts— 

stone slating—in current practice 
is, unfortunately, all too rare in these 
austere days. The work at New College, 
Oxford, illustrated on facing page, is there- 
fore of more than ordinary interest. 


The cloisters were completed.in 1400, 
and the roofs have been reslated with 
Cotswold stone slating five or six times 
since that date. The original stone slates 
were of the same type as those being used 
to-day. These are quarried at Naunton, 
near Stow-on-the-Wold, and came from 
Huntsman Quarry. This type of heavy 
slate is known as “ Presence.” The slates 
are quite unlike the frosted type from 
Stonesfield, and do not require the action 
of frost to split the stones. They come 
away from the bed naturally, and are any- 
thing up to 3 in. in thickness. 


The slates are hung by oak pegs on 
wrought oak lathes, many of which are 
ancient and are as.hard as metal. The 
general timber construction of the roof is 
all in chestnut. It is all original and the 
timber is very sound. It is of a similar 
design to the cloisters at Winchester Col- 
lege, which are the same period. This 
type of roof might best be described as 
a series of heavy trusses placed a foot 
apart, there being no purlins or ridge- 
pole. The pitch is never under 50 deg., 
and the bonding of the slates varies 
according to the pitch of the roof. Slates 
can be nailed. with copper, galvanised or 
composition nails or, as in the present 
case, fixed with oak pegs. 

The roofs were re-covered in 1913 in old, 
thin, Stonesfield slating, much of which 
was bedded in. lime mortar. The result, 
says Mr. Fielding Dodd, was disastrous, 
as the lime mortar held the moisture and 
decayed the slates. The old hand-worked 
decayed stone ridge is being replaced by 
a saddle-backed Clipsham Stone ridge. 
This work has been phased over four 
years, and three-quarters of the cloisters 
are now reroofed. ‘ 

The general contractors are Messrs. 

Knowles and Sons, Ltd., of Oxford, and 
the roofing contractors are Messrs. A. L. 
Billings and Sons, Ltd., of Stow-on-the- 
Wold, Gloucestershire. 
. The process is a most interesting one to 
watch, as there are no fewer than seven or 
eight sizes of slates being used. These 
go from a double course of very large 
slates at the eaves to the very small slates 
at the ridge. Each of these courses has a 
special name, and these, according to Mr. 
H. Gooding, foreman in charge for 
Messrs. Billings, and one of the last really 
experienced masters of this trade, are as 
follows :— 


SHortT Cocks. LonG WIvVETS. 


LonG Cocks. SHort ELEVENS. 
SHorT: CUTTINGS. LONG ELEVENS. 

LonG CUTTINGS. ‘SHORT TWELVES. 
Movopy. LONG TWELVES. 


SHORT THIRTEENS. 
LONG THIRTEENS. 
SHORT FOURTEENS. 
LONG FOURTEENS. 
SHORT FIFTEENS. 
LONG FIFTEENS. 
SHORT SIXTEENS. 
LonG SIXTEENS. 


SHorT BECKs. 
Mipp te BEcKs. 
Lonc BEcks. 
SHORT BACHELORS. 
LONG BACHELORS. 
SHortT NINES. 
LonG NINES. 
SHorT WIvvETS. 
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Drawn by Frank Weemys. 






Perspective of Union-street scheme. 


UNION STREET DEVELOPMENT SCHEME, PLYMOUTH 
LOUIS DE SOISSONS, A.R.A., & PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


HE ultimate extent of the scheme now under 
consideration comprises the north side of Union- 
street from the Octagon to Stonehouse Bridge, a 
length of some 2,600 ft. and depth of some 150 ft. 
to Union-place behind. On this area it is proposed 
to accommodate some 1,300 persons in blocks of 
flats varying from three to four storeys in height. A 
small shopping centre and public house are included 
in the scheme. It is considered that the treatment 
shown will not only give a fine architectural effect to 
Union-street, but is the best way of obtaining the 
maximum amount of privacy, freedom from noise 
and sunlight on these rather narrow sites. 
By the series of recesses, it is possible to increase 
the obvious width of the open space created by the 
wide boulevard character of the new Union-street. 





This can readily be judged by the fact that at these 
points the overall width is increased by from 110 ft. 
to 90 ft. extra to the width of the new Union-street. 
These courts and gardens would be planted with trees 
and shrubs to be additional to and complete the green 
effect of street. It should be noted that there are no 
direct vehicular entrances to the scheme excepting 
from the back or development road. Pedestrian 
access to Union-street is confined to the absolute 
minimum compatible with reasonable convenience. 
Privacy: In practically every case the flats on 


the ground floor have garden or grass on three sides, 
thus ensuring maximum possible privacy. On the 
fourth or entrance side there will be paving, court- 
yards or playgrounds, with access to pram sheds, etc. 
The object has been to avoid any living rooms looking 
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Block type 3. 





Elevation and first-floor plan. 
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Courtyard elevation of Rotherfield-street block. 


Upper-floor plan of Block type 8. 
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Layout and ground-floor plan. 


“BENTHAM COURT,” ESSEX ROAD, N.1, FOR ISLINGTON: M.B.C. 


JN February, 1946, the Minister of Health con- 
firmed a compulsory purchase order in respect 
of a badiy damaged site bounded by Essex-road, 
New North-road, Ecclesbourne-road, and Rother- 
field-street. The site consisted of three areas, 
separated by public thoroughfares, on which there 
still stood a number of occupied shop premises 
which it was necessary to re-accommodate before 
some of the blocks could be erected. This has 
necessitated the scheme going forward in stages. 
In March, 1946, the Islington Borough Council 
accepted the tender of Messrs. A. Roberts and Co., 
Ltd., for the erection of 134 flats, communal 
laundry, tenants’ common room, Chapel of Rest 
and 23 self-contained shops, and building com- 
menced in June of that year. 

The first of the flats that were completed were 
occupied in February, 1948, and other dwellings 
were tenanted as they became available. The 134 
dwellings comprise:—- 

8 bed-sitting room flats 
8 1-bedroom flats 
44 2-bedroom flats 
57 3-bedroom flats 


8 5-bedroom flats 
9 4-bedroom flats. 


Each flat is self-contained with living-room, 
kitchen, bathroom and separate w.c. The living- 
rooms are provided with “ Fulham” grates. The 
first bedroom in each flat has a similar but smaller 
grate, and in the larger flats the remaining bed- 
rooms have built-in electric fires. All bedrooms, 
except the first in each flat, have built-in wardrobes. 
All flats have linen and broom cupboards. 
Windows have rails with runners assembled ready 
for curtains, and there are fixed book-shelves in 
living-rooms. 

Every endeavour has been made to reduce the 
work of the housewife to the minimum. All skirt- 
ings are coved, internal and external angles are 
rounded, picture rails take the form of horizontal 
rods and mouldings have been avoided. To make 
the rooms cheerful, bright colours have been used 
for the walls and paintwork. This treatment has 
been continued on the staircases, where the walls 
are tiled in cream with coloured bands. 

The kitchens have one-piece aluminium sinks 
with double draining boards, aluminium plate- 
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Detail of entrance to maisonettes. 


racks, ventilated food store, cup- 
board for dry goods etc., with 
work’ table over, — electrically 
operated storage water heater and 
a recess has been left for a refrigera- 
tor. The tenants have a choice of 
gas or electricity for cooking. 

To prevent dirt being brought 
into the flats, fuel is delivered 
through hoppers on the landings. 
Refuse disposal is by means of 
chutes with self-sealing hoppers on 
the half landings. These discharge 
into containers housed in tile- 
finished and ventilated chambers at 
ground level. A children’s play- 
ground has been provided and suit- 
able apparatus will be installed as 
soon as it becomes available. 
Bicycle and perambulator sheds 
have been provided at convenient 
positions throughout the estate. 

The laundry, available to all 
tenants, has electric washing 
machines, wringers and_ rinsing 
sinks in individual cubicles and 
electrically-heated tumblers to do 
the drying. The water is heated by 
electricity and softened. 

A children’s playroom and play- 
ground have been provided adjacent 


to the laundry, and through a large 
glass panel mothers can observe 
their children without leaving the 
building. 

The community centre, which is 
situated over the laundry, has a 
seating capacity of 195 and is pro- 
vided with a stage, dressing-rooms 
for artistes and a canteen for the 
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service of refreshments. Cloakroom 
accommodation is also available. 
Arrangements have been made for 
the hail to be licensed for music and 
dancing. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. A. Roberts and Co., Ltd., of 
79, Eccleston-square, S.W.1. Sub- 
contractors and suppliers were: 
shopfitters, H. Mills and Sons, Ltd.; 
cupooard fitments, Austins of East 
Ham, Ltd.; electrical installation, 
Pemberton and _ Sturgess (Gt. 
Britain) Ltd.; internal doors, Evos, 
Ltd.; gas installation, the North 
Thames Gas Board; fireplace sur- 
rounds, the Well Fire and Foundry 
Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Tylors of 
London, Ltd., and John Bolding and 
Sons, Ltd.; steel window guards and 
wrought ironwork, Clark Hunt and 
Co., Ltd.; steel doors, louvre venti- 
lators, coal hoppers, dust chute 
hoppers and _ iron _ staircases, 
Haywards, Ltd.; chain link fencing, 
Peerless Fence and Products, Ltd.; 
roof lights, J. A. King and Co., Ltd., 
“ Biancola’”’ partitions, Art Pave- 
ments and Decorations, Ltd.; steel 
windows, Stelwin Construction, 
Ltd.; and Crittall Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd.; inset cork mats, 
Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; 
road and pavement covers and 
frames, the Dover Engineering 
Works, Ltd.; composition floors, 
Semtex, Ltd.; heating engineers, 
Rosser and Russell, Ltd.; “Fulham” 
coke grates, North Thames Gas 
Board; manhole covers and frames, 
Nicholls and Clarke, Ltd.; plumbing. 
G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd.; con- 
structional steel, the Ashton Con- 
struction Co., Ltd.; tiled name 
panels, Carter and Co., Ltd.; drying 
tumblers, Lister Bros., Ltd.; dome 
lights, T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; plaster- 
ing, Plastering, Ltd.; painters, Clark 
and Fenn, Ltd.; internal tiling, 
Carter and Kernahan, Ltd.; artificial 
stonework, W. C. Richardson; 
glazing, Aygee, Ltd.; contractors’ 
joinery work, J. R. Welch and Co., 
Ltd.; ironmongery, Rownson, Drew 
and Clydesdale, Ltd.; roofing, Excel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., electric fire 
surrounds, Belling and Co., Ltd.; 
and bricks (facings), Eastwoods, 
Ltd., and Marston Valley Brick Co. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Communism and Technical 
Organisations 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
GIR—Mr. Lister, in his letter (pub- 
lished in your last issue), while pur- 
porting to answer mine of August 26, 
deftly dodges the main issue. 
He does not answer my point regarding 
the threat to national safety by Com- 
munist architects and building technicians. 
He also tries to minimise the possible 
danger from Communism by quoting the 
Minister of Labour as deprecating a 
urge of commercial firms. There is a 
fig difference between the staffing of a 
department store and of departments con- 
cerned with national safety. 
His masterpiece of evasion is his defini- 
tion of the “secret reporting” on one’s 





f employers as merely “a discussion and 


criticism of one’s superiors.” 

I would make it abundantly clear that 
for the architect or building technician 
to take his employer’s money, pretend 
to give him loyal service and at the same 
time secretly to report on him and his 
organisation is nothing less than utterly 
disgusting and thoroughly un-English, 
though it may be, and probably is, a 
part of the ordinary procedure of a Com- 
munist-controlled organisation. 

Your correspondent’s comment and 
agreement with the non-publication of the 
membership of the type of organisation 
mentioned discloses a fear of dismissals 
which may be well founded, as it could 
well lead to employers demanding a copy 
of these secret reports. 

Mr. Lister’s statement that I dislike 
trade unions is nonsense. I have given 
no indication of this in any of my letters; 
on the contrary, I approve of them and 
agree with the Government that they 
should be “ purged” of Communists and 
other foreign and undesirable elements. 

Since your publication of my letter of 
August 26 I have received a number of 
communications from your readers dis- 
closing other ramifications of this Com- 
munist menace but more of this anon. 

SIDNEY LOWETH. 

Kent. 


‘* Integrity and Hollywood” 

To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
IR,—In “ Notes and News” of your 
issue of September 16, there is a 
criticism under this heading of “The 
Fountainhead.” This film deals largely 
with architects and contemporary archi- 
tecture, and contains a good deal of 


‘architectural philosophy which certainly 


may be above the heads of the film pub- 
lic. Nevertheless, from an architectural 
standpoint, it is very skilfully presented, 
and it is-rather astonishing to find that 
the comments of our journals here (and 
some American ones) are so disparaging 
and so unappreciative of an effort to 
present to the public the very real prob- 
lem of integrity in design and the frustra- 
tions attending the uncompromising 
architectural pioneer. The story is not 
without parallel in the lives of such men 
as Sullivan, Lloyd Wright, Van der Rohe 
and le Corbusier; but that is not the 
point I wish to stress. 

My architectural reaction was that the 
sets showing the modern buildings and 
models by the architect hero, Roark, 
were exceedingly skilful, and some of the 
interiors (e.g., the Enwright Building) 
were on a high plane of design. And the 
general photography of New York was 
often fascinating. 

So why so much disdainful carping? 
For here is a picture that can stimulate 


‘the thousands who did not? 


THE BUILDER 


the public to discuss some very real 
questions relating to our art and its 
ethics, as well as showing the triumphs 
and tribulations of designers. 

Has your critic seen the film or read 
the book? If he has he would know 
why there were deviations from Roark’s 
“dream design.” The reason is one of 
the main incidents of the plot. 

HowarpD ROBERTSON. 


54, Bedford Square, W.C.1. 


Our critic writes: By virtue of its zsthetic 
implications, this film (and particularly its 
name!) is rapidly assuming almost legendary 
importance. Mr. Howard Robertson stresses its 
qualities as a document of social significance, 
which it could certainly be, and Roark, the 
hero, appears to be a man of good theories; 
unfortunately, as a film, and it was criticised 
from that viewpoint, it hovers embarrassingly 
between two camps—between naiveté in modern 
architectural theory and box-office appeal of 
the traditional kind. 

That it was well done in its own particular 
genre I agree, but thinking back, how superior, 
on almost every count, was the documentary 
film on the Plymouth Plan made by Miss Jill 
Craigie (in 1944), where the problem of archi- 
tectural replanning was really presented with 
integrity and not over-loaded with such 
accoutrements as posters of Mr. Cooper 
savagely asserting that no one can take away 
from him what is his (possibly a welcome 
variation on ‘“‘ You can’t do this to me”). 

All critics are reactionary, and to me, while 
being taken along by the film and appreciating 
the art of Mr. per in the chief réle, the 
whole thing seemed to assume a novelettish 
vein. Whether it reflected to some extent the 
aspirations of Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies Van 
der Rohe or le Corbusier is beside the point. 

It was, however, a fairly laudable effort, but 
surely to read into it anything else but clever 
box-office appeal, salted with a small amount of 
social consciousness, would be a mistake on the 
grounds that all fine architectural aspiration is 
almost always a purely personal affair. 


Cost of Direct Labour 


To THE EpitTor oF The Builder. 


IR,—The Labour Research Depart- 
ment have produced a pamphlet 
“The Rents of Council Houses,” which I 
advise those in the building industry to 
read. It gives an interesting insight to 
the way politicians use purely technical 
questions for their own ends and as an 
example of “why the building industry 
ought to be nationalised.” 

At is suggested that schemes built by 
direct labour cost less than those by 
private contractors, because local authori- 
ties do not need to make a profit. But 
do the local authorities include their 
overheads for the purchase of plant, 
tools and equipment in their estimates? 
Again, are the numerous members of the 
surveyor’s staff, who are frequently 
switched over for various jobs, accounted 
for? It states that the contractor gets 
no more, of course, if he is behind time 
—what happens if the local authority 
exceed their time and estimate? 

Two or three local authorities which 
have done well by direct labour schemes 
are quoted as good examples; what about 
Of these 
no mention is made. 

The high costs of buildings are 
attributed to: (a) building material 
suppliers’ profits: (b) bad distribution of 
materials by firms; (c) the building 
industry itself, which, it is said, “is out- 
standing among all British industries for 
the chaotic state of its organisation and 
for the extreme backwardness of its 
technique.” No mention is made of poor 
output, restrictive practices and higher 
wages; although I think that wages are 
still too low by compsrison with those 
obtained by indoor workers. 

A statement is made that since.Coun- 
cil houses are built for low-paid manual 
workers, rents therefore should be low. 
even to the extent of expectine them to 
be even more greatly subsidised bv 
the ratepayers. How does this fit in 
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with the provision of two w.c.s, study 
rooms for children at school, garages, 
refrigerators and television sets? 

No one grudges the underdog his 
decent home, but surely never at the 
cost of others who own ones not quite 
so good. 

J. F. Smita. 

Berton, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Shopfitters’ Staffs 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 
IR,—We have read with much interest 
your articles on the organisation of 
building firms. We feel this is perhaps 
an opportune time to bring to the notice 
of the architectural profession and the 
building trade the exceptional position 
of the shopfitting industry regarding the 
technical and administrative staff which 
must be maintained if efficient service 
is to be given, particularly in view of 
the fact that concern is often expressed 
at the percentage for overhead expenses 
on which it is necessary for shopfitters 
to wonk. 

We employ from 70-90 operatives, and 
in this respect can reasonably be com- 
pared with the organisation described in 
article No. 8,.“* Midland City Firm.” The 
administrative staff we find it necessary 
to employ, however, is as follows: 
managing director, two active directors, 
two technical representatives, senior 
estimator and junior assistant, two senior 
draughtsmen and two junior assistants, 
cashier and wages clerk, two cost and 
accounts clerks, three shorthand typists, 
secretary -shorthand typist, copy typist, 
telephone operator and postal clerk, 
works manager, outside supervisor, 
buyer, storekeeper and assistant. 

It will be observed that our staff of 
25 is more than four times that of the 
building firm employing a similar num- 
ber of operatives, and we can assure you 
that all are effectively employed to cope 
with our business. A visit to a shop- 
fitting factory would quickly confirm the 
necessity for such a high proportion of 
office staff and would show also the 
complex works organisation necessary to 
maintain output in the many depart- 
ments and shops concerned. 

We offer this information in the hope 
that it will go some way to remove from 
the minds of professional and technical 
men the mistaken impression which often 
arises when this overhead expenses factor 
is considered. 

A LONDON SHOPFITTER. 


RESIGNATION OF 
SIR M. TRUSTRAM EVE 


IN a letter addressed to the President 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, Sir Malcolm Trustram 
Eve announces his resignation from the 
chairmanship of the Central Land Board 
and War Damage Commission. 

The War Damage Commission was 
formed under his chairmanship in March, 
1941, and in November, 1947, Sir Mal- 
colm was invited by the Government to 
undertake in addition, as Chairman of 
the Central Land Board, the administra- 
tion of the financial provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act; he 
accepted the invitation on the under- 
standing that he would be free to tender 
his resignation after two years if the 
wished to do so. 

Sir Malcolm has sent a similar letter 
to the presidents of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors, the Chartered 
Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Insti- 
tute. the Law Society, and the Royal 
Institute of British’ Architects. 
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COLLABORATION IN THE ARTS 
Closing the Gap Between Painter, Sculptor and Architect 


FPPHE relationship between painting, 
sculpture and contemporary archi- 
tecture was the dominant theme at a 
discussion arranged by the MARS Group 
and the Institute of Contemporary Arts, 
and held at the R.I.B.A. on Septem- 
ber 2. Mr. Gerald Barry, director- 
general of the Festival of Britain, 
ss We take the following extracts 
rom the remarks of some of the prin- 
cipal speakers. Dr. ERNESTO ROGERS, 
the Italian architect and painter, said:— 
Architecture has met with a big destiny 
in the books of history. Architecture has 
been treated as a subject enclosed in 
itself or as if it were merely an impres- 
sion of the practical and rational—that 
is to say, the evolution of construc- 
tional principles—or merely as an ex- 
pression of esthetics analogous to the 
way painting and sculpture are treated. 
It is seldom that architecture is “spoken 
of for its own values. It is precisely 
between the two channels of approach 
that the synthesis lies. 

Architecture is a composition of special 
elements bent to a practical end. It is 
an instrument for projecting the abstract 
values of beauty into everyday use. The 
consciousness of the modern architect 
has evolved a high pitch of appreciation 
of this, and functional architecture is a 
household expression. What does 
“functional” mean? Function is a 
relation between two terms. Functional 
architecture asserts itself as acknowledg- 
ing its specific quality to represent a 
defined function. Architecture has the 
function of utility and beauty. The form 
which tangibly expresses these functions 
must represent the happy conjunction of 
the two terms. There can be architecture 
outside this synthesis, either by excess 
or by default of either of those two 
terms. 

The new architecture has been con- 
verted from the ornate. The problem 
as we see it is not only a problem of 
taste; it is taste interpreted as a choice 
of a definite kind of utility. The solu- 
tion of our problem resides in giving 
full and individual aid to architecture 
within the scope of the plastic arts. The 
more architecture becomes aware of the 
precise function it has to perform with 
each of the consequent elements—I mean 
the precise relationship which each of 
them has within the concepts of utility 
and beauty—the more it will find deliver- 
ance from its problems. 

Architectural forms cannot be solved 
according to the laws of an autonomous 
plastic because there must be compliance 
with the practical application of the 
rational laws, of which the most im- 
portant is human measures. The intimate 
struggle between the two terms finds its 
solution in a very precarious synthesis. 
There is the assertion of the plastic 
elements and there are the challenging 
limits imposed by the rational elements. 
We all know how this happens. History 
teaches us that. It starts with a thin 
lines as a decoration on a bottle. That 
line evolves into a zigzag, and eventually 
the whole bottle takes the shape of a 
Venus; and if one wants to fill a glass, 
Venus must be tipped over and water 
will spring from her hair. 

The ornate has the same influence 
upon the plastic world. The aspiration 
of the plastic world is now seen in its 
endeavour to attain autonomous expres- 
sion. The solution lies in giving to these 
elements complete freedom outside the 
realm of architecture to’ which these 


elements must otherwise be in the posi- 
tion of either slave or tyrant. In this 
way the ornate acquires the dignity of 
an individual, but the slave or the 
tyrant would become freemen, though 
they are still the same in any case in 
relation to the new and the old life. 
Therefore the individuality which springs 
from the deliverance of the ornate is 
something definite in its own right. This 
will leave imagination free for the ex- 
pression of poetry. 

The notes of Mr. GRAHAM SUTHER- 
LAND, the painter, who was unable to be 
present, were read by Mr. J. M. Richards, 
who said: These notes take the form of 
the answers to a number of questions. 
Mr. Sutherland’s first question is: What 
are the reasons for the present lack of 
public demand for painting and sculpture 
in relation to architecture? In England 
the reasons go deep into social history, 
but, broadly speaking, I think the reasons 
are as follows, The line of least 
resistance is often, and not unnaturally, 
taken by architects in relation to a client 
who is reluctant to use painting and 
sculpture. The client may either be- 
grudge the cost or be totally ignorant 
of the existence and nature of contem- 
porary art, or he may hold the view that 
painting or sculpture is non-functional 
and non-essential. The client and archi- 
tect may fear criticism, planning or other- 
wise. 


Decoration is Secondary. 


There is also this question which must 
be asked. If the architect is in agree- 
ment with his client that some form of 
painting or sculpture is desirable, what 
in many cases is his attitude towards 
this? He is loth, on the whole, to add 
something extra to his design which he 
may quite rightly consider complete in 
itself, but if he does decide to use paint- 
ing, it is often something added merely 
to jolly up a dull wall. If we move on 
to a slightly higher plane, he may 
create a deliberate space for a painting 
or a texture, but he will explain that the 
forms and texture will be a kind of ex- 
tension to his plan and subordinate to it 
in both cases. The work will almost 
certainly be purely decorative and 
become outmoded after a few years. 
Sculpture is in a slightly better position. 

What, then, do I consider the proper 
function of a painting in a building? 
Assuming for the moment that we are 
discussing focal or public buildings, I 
believe that the function of a building 
is to create covered areas in which par- 
ticular purposes which will be carried 
out therein can be achieved most easily 
and fully. I believe that it is not sufficient 
though to satisfy the material needs and 
the comfort of man only. I believe that 
the building itself and what it contains 
must hold a significance in addition to 
man’s material needs or comfort, and 
beyond even his enjoyment. I believe 
that painting for a building must con- 
tain this significance, that it should be 
the yardstick by which man can measure 
himself and the opinion of the universe, 
that painting canaiises, catches or traps— 
call it what vou will—the opinion of the 
world and of the spirit. 

Is painting, then, to have no relation 
to the building? On the contrary, it 
must grow out of it and be part of it. 
It must have the closest relation both ‘as 
to its actual scale and position: for 
example, its relation to the room or 
promenade. The character of the objects 
and figures in the ' painting’ must ~ be 
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physically related to the people who 
move in those places. Can this be 
achieved? - It can only be achieved 
gradually by individuals and groups of 
individuals drawn together by mutual 
respect and sympathy. It.can grow only 
from a very close informal idea of get- 
ting to know one another and one 
another’s work and being prepared even- 
tually to co-operate from the very begin- 
ning, at the very inception of the idea, 
I doubt if contemporary town planning 
as at present practised, can achieve it. 
There is no tradition, Ali too often the 
architect does not specially mind which 
artist he employs. He has no strong 
views. He just wants a mural. 

Mr. F. McWILiiaM, the = sculptor, 
spoke next, saying that he _ thought 
visitors from the Continent might very 
probably. carry away with them a very 
poor impression of sculpture in this 
country and might even conclude that 
the sculptors had been wiped out by 
some occupational disease, some sort of 
sculptor’s plague. He continued: 

As regards the lack of public demand 
for sculpture, I do not see why there 
should be a public demand for it on our 
buildings. Why should we expect the 
public to have the imagination to demand 
something which they have not already 
got? If the public demanded an increase 
in the bacon ration, it would be because 
we have always had bacon and we like 
bacon and would like some more. There 
can only be public demand for sculp- 
ture on buildings when we give them 
sculpture on buildings and they have a 
chance to like it. We should remember 
in regard to the lack of sculpture in 
London that when we allowed Epstein’s 
carvings in the Strand to be destroyed 
we lost not just half a dozen carvings 
but half the best contemporary archi- 
tectural structure in the largest city in 
the world. I think that in spite of all 
this there will be a revival of architec- 
tural sculpture in this country. But it 
can only come with the help of the archi- 
tect who is, after all, the only patron 
we have left, or shall have left soon, and 
that is for sculpture on a proper scale 
and not merely parlour tricks. I believe, 
too, that the architect needs the sculp- 
tor almost as much as we need the 
architect. I think that the sculptor is 
the right person to provide that enrich- 
ment of the fogal points that the _build- 
ing architect requires, the organic foil 
to the geometric. 


There are three main principles which 
tend to discourage the collaboration 
which we would like to see. First, there 
is the old crack against the architect, 
that buildings ultimately cost more than 
the orginal estimate and therefore in the 
interests of economy, you scrap the 
sculpture. That will always happen to 
a certain extent so long as we have Acts 
of God and a rise in the cost of living 
and so long as sculpture is looked upon 
as a sort of trimming, a mere decoration, 
rather a sort of expensive extra like the 
radio in a motor car. Secondly, by the 
time that the original artist is well enough 
known to be considered safe by the archi- 
tect, as a tule he js either too old or he 
has ceased to be original. I think that 
the architect should be prepared to take 
a chance and risk employing his own 
opinion about the young and compara- 
tively unknown artist and take the ad- 
vice of the younger critics. 

The most important thing which pre- 
vents. the full co-operation which we 
should like to see is’ that despite all the 
lipservice we have paid to other ideas 
it is still the custom in this country for 
the art ‘student and the student of archi- 
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tecture to be trained in complete isola- 
tion. How can we expect that collabora- 
tion if it is not begun in the schools 
where habits are formed and where per- 
haps for the only time in their lives 
architects are free from considerations 
of cost, free to design the most magni- 
ficently extravagant projects. Because 
the architect and the artist have never 
worked together you get the artist look- 
ing on the architect as merely a sort of 
business man, while the architect only too 
frequently regards the sculptor as rather 
an unreliable sort of esthete, who can- 
not be expected to design a door-knocker 
which would actually knock. If students, 
architects, painters and sculptors were 
compelled at various stages during their 
training to work together on schemes 
which necessitated co-operation, we 
should then get them to understand each 
other and get to know each other, and 
to appreciate and understand each other’s 
problems and points of view, so that 
collaboration which we all want to see 
would start where it ought to start—in 
the schools. After all, it is the future that 
matters, and that is why I think that the 
student is the all-important person, be- 
cause he is the future. 


Seeking an Answer. 
Another view on the matter was given 
by Mr. MAXWELL FRy, who said:—A 
reason why architects, painters and 
sculptors should collaborate is that we 
are each, in ways which are not very 
different from each other, trying to find 
an answer to contemporary life, to ex- 
plain the circumstances in which we live 
and to find a harmony between what 
appear to be such conflicting facts. We 
are doing that, each in our individual 
way; and we must do that because there 
are differences between the arts which 
mean that each must take responsibility 
for his own way. But nevertheless, we 
are joined by the fact that we are doing 
the same thing and we are, in a sense, 
making the portrait of our own times, 
and the reason why the architect has to 
admit that nobody has told him to have 
any sculpture is that the portrait which 
has been made by painters and by the 
sculptors is not yet recognised suffi- 
ciently so as to create a body of 
patronage—using the word “ patronage ” 
in its widest possible sense—a body of 
people who feel the demand created by 
this portrait of our way of living, to 
commemorate it and to make it signifi- 
cant in the works which we do with our 
energies in architecture principally. 
That. collaboration, which, I feel. 
comes from a- shared purpose, should 
come from architects to painters, but 
most humbly, because the painters and 
the sculptors are — something of very 
great and rich significance. The archi- 
tects are very lucky in that every time 
they do a. work, it comes straight out of 
the social stream. It is a very great help 
to any work to be so much in contact 
with life as architecture is. When archi- 
tects have found something which 
appears to us to represent a synthesis, it 
is something which we know to be truly 
contemporary. . Therefore, the invita- 
tion is not for painters and sculptors to 
join us, but that we should all three 
come together, and it should, quite 
rightly, come from architects. 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERS 
Examination pass list, July, 1949 
The home centres examination pass 
list for the July examinations of this In- 
stitution show that 46 passed the 
Graduateship examination, and 78 the 
Associate-membership examination. 
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VISUAL EDUCATION 
School Exhibitions on Design 


TJ.HE educational value of the series of 
school exhibitions on design being 
arranged by the Council for Visual Educa- 
tion was explained by Mr. C. B. WILL- 
COCKS, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., hon. secretary of 
the Council, at a recent opening of such 
an exhibition at Reading Art Gallery. 
Following are extracts from his remarks: 
The C.V.E., which includes representa- 
tives of most of the chief educational 
bodies, was formed in 1942 to encourage 
the teaching of the appreciation of good 
design in all schools as a background sub- 
ject and connecting link between other 
subjects. This, as will be realised, can 
add considerably to their interest, as, for 
instance, if when dealing with geography, 
history, literature, or almost any subject, 
reference is made to the architecture and 
other arts of the country and period under 
discussion. If the subject is treated in 
this way a large number of people will 
become conscious of and appreciate good 
design and a standard of judgment will be 
formed which will do much to overcome 
the lack of design and the ugliness which 
is so evident on all sides. 

This lack of design did not always exist 
in England. In the 17th and 18th centuries. 
largely as the result of that great educa- 
tional movement known as the Renais- 
sance, many people had a keen apprecia- 
tion of design and the result was that in 
those centuries practically nothing ugly 
was made. Not only were all buildings. 
from the largest to the smallest, well- 
proportioned and good to look at, but 
their furniture, pictures, plate, glassware 
and pottery were also all beautiful, and 
you know how much the work of the, 
craftsmen of those times is now appre- 
ciated, men like Grinling Gibbons, Chip- 
pendale and Wedgwood. The feeling for 
design was not limited to buildings; many 
towns were added to, and country estates 
laid out in a way which greatly influ- 
enced the present-day appearance and 
br oa of much of the English country- 
side. 

Unfortunately, this national apprecia- 
tion of good design practically died out 
during the industrial 19th century in the 
mad race for wealth, but recently there 
has been a widespread revival of interest 
in the subject, and steps are being taken 
to recapture this lost interest in design. 
Many societies are interested in and have 
done good work in encouraging this 
revival, but it.is now generally realised 
that the matter can only be dealt with 
effectively through the educational system 
of the country. 

One side of tle subject on which C.V.E. 
has been concentrating recently is these 
school exhibitions, which it is believed can 
be of great use. 

The exhibitions consist each of seven 
mounts dealing with a special aspect of 
design—landscape, architecture, houses. 
glass and pottery, gothic architecture, and 
so on. Ten of the exhibitions are on view: 
eventually there will be 18 or more, and 
it is hoped that before long all schools. 
except nursery schools, will each have a 
copy of at least one exhibition. If the 
schools are arranged in groups and on 
pre-arranged dates twice a term each 
school sends its exhibition to another 
school, most children will see six exhibi- 
tions a year, and by the end of three years 
will have seen some 18 of them. The 
result will be that many children will leave 
school with the knowledge that there is 
such a thing as design, and that it can be 
good, or bad, a matter about which they 
are, generally, entirely ignorant. 
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The widespread appreciation of desi 
which will result will mean that, as t 
children grow up, marry and choose furni- 
ture and other household fittings, many of 
them will ask for well-designed articles, 
which demand will ensure their supply. 
Later, when, as members of Local Autho- 
rities’ Committees, they have to deal with 
housing, town planning and-other such 
matters, they will again ask for the best 
design available. The result in the course 
of time on the general appearance of the 
countryside you will all appreciate. 


Our export trade also will be affected. 
In the past British goods were sold on 
quality rather than on their external 
appearance, British machinery and such 
articles outlasting many competitors’ more 
tinny productions. These tinny produc- 
tions, however, did sell in large quantities, 
as they were often attractive in appear- 
ance and cheaper than the solidly made 
British goods, and many people judge by 
appearance rather than by quality. When 
practically all the goods made in this 
country are not only of first-class quality, 
but also of attractive appearance, this is 
bound to have a beneficial effect on our 
vital export trade on which so much of 
the future prosperity of the nation 
depends. 


It is not suggested that the teaching of 
the appreciation of design should be intro- 
duced as an additional subject into an 
already overcrowded curriculum, but that 
it be dealt with as a background, recrea- 
tional subject. 


The demand for these exhibitions from 
schools is very great, but, unfortunately, 
they are expensive to produce, and until 
the financial difficulty has been overcome 
it will not be possible to meet the demand. 


IRON AGE CIVILISATION 
Lecture to Offa Antiquarian Society 


For their first formal lecture at the 
Arts Club, Oswestry, last week, the Offa 
Antiquarian Society were fortunate to 
obtain the services of the well-known 
archeologist, Miss Kathleen Kenyon, 
who is herself a native of Shropshire. 


Miss Kenyon, in her opening remarks, 
stated that she was following the spread 
of the Iron Age civilisations from the rich 
south (Wessex), which had been well 
excavated to the outlying regions of the 
north and west, where poorer refugees 
had been driven. She went on to say that 
at the Wrekin, which she had recently 
excavated, there were signs of both Iron 
Age “A” and Iron Age “B.” The first 
invasion colonised the east and south, 
whilst the second penetrated further at the 
fringes in the south-west and the north. 
A third invasion did not affect this region. 


Miss Kenyon hoped that old Oswestry 
would be excavated soon, since it was an 
extremely interesting camp. The key to 
the picture of the whole region, however, 
was Bury Walls, Hawkstone, where a 20- 
acre site was waiting to be excavated. 

In conclusion, she said that she hoped 
the Offa Antiquarian Society would 
help archeologists in local excavations, 
since keen local assistance was imperative 
for success. 


OBITUARY 
Owen Goddard. 
With regret we announce the death-of 
Mr. Owen Arthur James Goddard. archi- 
tect, of Finchampstead, Berkshire, who 


died on Septembér 16. . Mr. Goddard 
registered as an architect in 1933. 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS BUILDING WEEK 
An Exhibition for the Public 


N exhibition specially arranged to 
-* present to the public a comprehensive 
picture of the building industry; its organi- 
sation and work, was opened by the Rt. 
Hon. C. W. Key, M.P., Minister of Works, 
at the Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells, 
on September 18. 
’ The exhibition forms.a part of the 
arrangements for Tunbridge Wells Build- 
ing Week during which the public will 
have the opportunity to see the kinds of 
building the industry is carrying out in 
this post-war period, the. training facili- 
ties offered to newcomers to the ranks of 
building workers, the administrative and 
executive organisation and the plant and 
equipment used by. an industry. carrying 
out a total of approximately £800m. 
worth of work a year. 

The Building Week is sponsored by the 
Ministry of Works in association with 
other Government departments, profes- 
sional and industrial organisations and 
technical colleges in, the South-Eastern 
Region of the Ministry of Works. 

In this Region, which includes the 
counties of Kent, Sussex and Surrey, there 
has been in recent years a large demand 
for extensive industrial development and 
for construction and civil engineering work 
of all kinds, so that between September, 
1946, and March this year, nearly £50m. 
worth of work has been put in hand. Of 
this over £17m. has been authorised for 
public services such as new school build- 
ings, new electricity, gas and water under- 
takings. New houses built in the Region 
since April, 1945, and March, 1949, total 
nearly 41,000. 

At the opening ceremony the MINISTER 
oF WorRKS said he hoped and believed 
that the Building Week would impress the 
country with the importance and achieve- 
ments of the industry, not least in the 
South-Eastern Region where there was so 
much visible evidence of building activity. 
It was also his hope that the events of the 
week would be a clear indication of how 
seriously all those engaged in these indus- 
tries took their responsibilities towards the 
community, and at the same time would 
encourage those actively engaged in the 
industries—whether professional men, em- 
ployers or operatives—to still greater 
efforts. 

Referring to the widespread system of 
consultation that existed between indus- 
trial representatives and his Department. 
the Minister went on to say: 

“Tt would ibe a mistake to imagine that 
this consultation has been only directed 
to.solying difficulties and settling differ- 
énces of opinion, important as this work 
is. Far more significant, to my mind, 
have been the positive and creative efforts 
that have been made by co-operation be- 
tween workers, employers and my De- 
partment towards increasing the efficiency 
of the building industry. The future pros- 
perity ‘of this country must depend to no 
small extent upon successful and willing 
co-operation between all our people and 
especially between Government and §in- 
dustry. -l-am confident that this Building 
Week--at Tunbridge Wells will. display 
many notable examples of the. fruits. of 
such co-operation.” 

Among the stands at the exhibition is 
one arranged; by’ the. Royal Institute of 
British Architects, which shows, by 
photographs and models, a ‘few’ examples 
of what. the architect has achieved in 
the South-Eastern Region in recent 

ears in the way of providing schools and 

ousing. 

A joint display by the Southern Coun- 


ties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the Southern Counties 
Regional Council of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Operatives, show- 
ing graphically the organisation of the 
industry as a whole, of the individual 
contractor, and of the work involved in 
a building operation, occupies a prominent 
position in the exhibition. The photo- 
graphs, diagrams and model on this stand 
are particularly interesting and are all 
of a high standard. 

Other exhibitors, apart from Govern- 
ment departments, include the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, the Cement and Con- 
crete Association, the South-Eastern 
Brick and Tile Federation, the Gypsum 
Building Products Association, the 
British Ceramic Research Association, 
and the Stock Brick Manufacturers’ 
Association, and the Sand Lime Brick 
Manufacturers’ Association. 

On the stage of the Assembly Hall 
is a section showing the works and 
achievements of the Building Appren- 
ticeship and Training Council, while 
another exhibit features work done by 
students and building apprentices from 
29 technical colleges and schools, and 
five art schools holding architectural 
courses and situated in Kent, Sussex and 
Surrey. The specimens of work shown, 
executed with commendable competence, 
cover the main building crafts of brick- 
laying, plumbing, metalwork, carpentry 
and joinery, and plastering. 

On an open space at the rear of the 
Assembly Hall several building plant 
manufacturers have combined to 
present an impressive and interesting dis- 
play of the modern, power-operated 
equipment used to speed-up work and 
operations on the site. 

The various sections of the exhibition 
are all within convenient walking 
distance and the organisers and exhibitors 
are to be congratulated on providing an 
event which cannot fail to interest all 
sections of the public in South-east 
England as well as being a sure means 
of encouraging a still greater pride in 
the industry among its members. 


** The Architect and the Building 
Industry ” 


THE importance of co-operation 
between all sections of the building in- 
dustry was emphasised by SiR LANCELOT 
Keay, K.B.E., P-P.R:I.B.A., when he 
spoke on “ The Architect and the Building 
Industry ” at Tunbridge Wells Building 
Week on September 18. Mr. C. W. Key, 
M.P., Minister of Works, presided. 

Following are extracts from _ Sir 
Lancelot’s remarks :— 

During the week we are to have the 
opportunity of reviewing the achieve- 
ments of the building industry and of 
considering how its further advancement 
may be ensured. It falls to me in reading 
the first of the series of papers to be given 
during Building Week to refer to the part 
which the architect can play in the 
further progress of this great industry. 

There is to-day a very real desire for 
the closer co-operation of. art and in- 
dustry; but, when moving in the circles of 
those associated with the building in- 
dustry, one is conscious that misconcep- 
tions of the function of. the architect 
exist and of attempts to saddle him-with 
some of the ‘responsibility for low pro- 
duction. .Criticism is also voiced of his 
apparent reluctance to depart. from exist- 
ing practice and of failure to make the 
fullest use of all that science has to offer 
to the industry. 
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Caution must of necessity be one of 
the many attributes of the architect. The 
buildings he designs must, in the interest 
of his client, and for the safety of the 
general public, conform to certain estab- 
lished codes of practice. Architecture 
must of necessity be a conservative art. 
I have referred to misconceptions as to 
the functions of the architect. What is 
expected of him? With some the idea 
prevails that he is simply called in to ex- 
press by drawing and specifications the 
wishes of his client, to watch the progress 
of the work, holding the scales impartially 
between client and builder until the tas 
is completed satisfactorily and the final 
reckoning agreed upon. But so narrow 
a definition of the architect’s responsibili- 
ties reflects but a limited appreciation of 
his ability and versatility. 

If we search for a definition of the ari 
of architecture we learn from Sir Gilbert 
Scott that “architecture as distinguished 
from mere building is the decoration of 
construction.” Ruskin tells us that “ archi- 
tecture is the art which so disposes and 
adorns! the edifices raised by man that 
the sight of them contributes to his mental 
health, power and pleasure.” He also 
said, however, that “no person. who is 
not a great sculptor or painter can be an 
architect. If he is not a sculptor or a 
painter he can only be a_ builder.” 
Though this supplies us with a very clear 
definition of the difference between an 
architect and a builder, it is not one 
which is likely to meet with general ap- 
proval. 

There are some who, accepting the first 
definition I have just quoted, would re- 
strict the function of the architect to that 
of designing the internal and external 
clothing of buildings, leaving construc- 
tional details to the engineer and the 
assembly of the component parts to con- 
structional experts. In support of this 
it is argued that the architect cannot 
possess a sufficiently intimate knowledge 
of all the crafts in the industry to warrant 
his control and direction of them.-Such a 
change would be a departure from. early 
and present practice and there is no 
reason to suppose that the head of a 
building firm is better informed in the 
intricaeies of all the various crafts than 
the architect. : 

If there are problems facing the build- 
ing industry, or deficiencies in its organi- 
sation, they will be best resolved by the 
one remedy likely to remove the difficul- 
ties in all walks of life to-day, that is by 
the free discussion of these problems and 
the determination of all interested in their 
solution to co-operate to the fullest extent. 

Looking back over the last half century, 
I wonder whether the co-operative spirit, 
so necessary for the success of any in- 
dustry, has strengthened or weakened. As 
a youth I learned much from the problems 
I heard discussed amongst craftsmen on 
the building sites. To-day this keen in- 
terest in craftsmanship seems to be 
crowded out by other interests. and for 
this and other reasons the opportunities 
of acquiring knowledge in craftsmanship 
are reduced. 


The Architect as Builder. 

Realising that the present position is 
not satisfactory it is necessary to accept 
or find an answer .to proposals. put for- 
ward by those who seek to remedy it. 
For: instance, it is sometimes suggested 
that we should. return to. the conditions 
obtaining when architect, builder and 
master craftsman ‘were one and ‘the same 
person. Many examples are known from 
the Middle Ages onwards in which the 
architect acted as the builder. and under- 
took the contract for,the design, super- 
vision and erection. of a-building. This 
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practice, in fact, obtains to-day in those 
instances in which buildings designed by 
official architects. are erected by direct 
labour under their control and direction. 
I can speak of the benefits which accrue 
to those who have been fortunate to have 
this experience, though I am aware of 
the criticism which the practice invokes. 
I have seen it stated that an architect 
who accepts an official appointment loses 
his art and I have noticed a reluctance 
on the part of the industry to accept any 
claim for the success—financial or other- 
wise—of any scheme of the architect- 
cum-builder. 

But the contention of many to-day is 
not that the architect should revert to 
this earlier practice of leadership but that 
he should become a member of a team 
operating under the control of the buil- 
der or master craftsman. There is a ten- 
dency in the industry to-day for control 
to pass into the hands of those whose 
interest in mainly financial. They have 
little, if any, knowledge of any of the 
crafts and no conception of the place of 
the creative artist. From these strong 
support may be forthcoming far a change 
in the organisation of the industry which 
would place them in control. This would 
lead to a negation of the functions of the 
architect as I know them and would 
Operate against the best interests of the 
industry. 

Such a system would be open to the 
same objection as that of speculative 
building. We may safely assume that any 
attempt to revive the architect-cum-buil- 
der would be as strenuously opposed by 
the building side of the industry as any 
attempt to place the architect in a posi- 
tion subservient to a purely financial head 
of a contracting firm would be by the 
profession. 

By expressing the opinion that no 
change in present methods is necessary 
and that the general control and super- 
vision of building operations must, in 
the interest of the building owner, remain 
in the hands of the architect, I am at least 
supporting a very long established prac- 
tice. If it is to remain I realise that the 
industry has the right to ask that those 
who accept the responsibility for this 
control and supervision must be com- 

tent to discharge the important duties 
involved. Up to the beginning of the 
century young men entered the architec- 
tural profession by pupilage or apprentice- 
ship. The system was that under which 
many of those who have given us our 
finest buildings were trained. It was a 
system, however, under ;which a pupil 
could become merely the copyist of his 
master, thereby suffering from some limi- 
tation in the evolution of his own powers 
of design. Throughout his training he 
had many opportunities of visiting work 
in progress and of seeing for himself how 
craftsmen solved their difficulties. The 
practical experience gained in this way 
gave him confidence when he was called 
upon to design for himself. 

But towards the end of the last cen- 
tury the number of practising architects 
increased rapidly to cope with the great 
building activity of the latter part of the 
Victorian period. Speed. so often the 
enemy of sound progress, undermined the 
thoroughness of architectural training. It 
was for this reason that a change in the 
method of training became necessary and 
architectural schools were founded in 
London and in certain provincial cities. 
To-day most of the architects of the 
future are being trained not in the offices 
of practising architects but in the less re- 
Sstrictive and more catholic environment 
of schools of architecture. Here the field 
of opportunity widens. Relevant subjects 


THE BUILDER 


are discussed and taught with thorough- 
ness and there is greater scope for indi- 
vidual expression. If there is a criticism 
of this method of acquiring knowledge of 
the art it is that it may tend to become 
too academic, there being less opportunity 
of constant contact with actual building 
operations, which is so valuable a feature 

the training of a pupil who is able to 
follow the physical interpretation of his 
master’s designs into brick, stone or steel. 

Great responsibility rests with those 
called upon to advise on the best method 
of training. I am expressing a purely per- 
sonal opinion when I say I doubt whether 
we have yet found the final or best solu- 
tion of this important and difficult prob- 
lem. It is of the utmost importance that 
we should do so if we are to continue to 
occupy our present place in the industry. 


Architect as Business Man. 

I have referred to Ruskin’s dictum that 
“no one who is not a great sculptor or 
painter can be an architect,” but I do not 
subscribe to it. To-day it is far more 
essential that in addition to being com- 
petent to practice his art, backed with a 
sound knowledge of construction, the 
architect should possess powers of organ- 
isation and supervision and a keen appre- 
ciation of all aspects of finance. Present 
conditions demand that he is something 
more than a creative artist or that he 
should face the busy business world in 
company with, and having the fullest 
assistance of, a partner capable of dealing 
with the more mundane matters. 

I have already referred to the need for 
closer co-operation. I shall refer to it 
again. It is essential in all stages of our 
great building undertakings, though it may 
be delayed if competition is the method 
of selecting a contractor. I know from 
experience how much time can be saved, 
how much more smoothly a project can 
be carried through, if early discussions 
take place between architect, contractor, 
sub-contractors and foremen, and some 
form of time and progress schedule is 
agreed before work actually commences. 
With a programme to work to and an 
assurance of adequate supplies of 
materials and the proper timing for the 
delivery of components, one of the factors 
of low production would be eliminated. 

It is our responsibility as architects to 
see that those who practise our art are 
sufficiently equipped to retain our status 
as the designers of our buildings and the 
supervisors of their erection. I should 
like to feel that the benefits of ex- 


perience obtained: in building operations - 


are made widely known. I betray no 
secrets when I say that most of us at 
some time have referred to books of 
building construction and typical speci- 
fications. Both may have been a little 
out of date and we might have heen 
better informed had we been in posses- 
sion of a “ Builder’s Digest,” compiled 
from the fruits of practical experience of 
builder and operative. j 
Let me try to answer certain criticisms 
I have already referred to. As architects 
we are often blamed fur the present low 
output on the grounds of our failure to 
keep pace with the demands of the buil- 
der. As soon as a decision to build is 
taken, operations are expected to com- 
mence at once. I suggest that architects 
and builders alike do a disservice to 
the industry by encouraging their clients, 
whoever they may be, to believe that 
this is possible, or that it makes for any 
saving in time in the long run. It results 
in living from hand to mouth with 
consequent low production and in such 
cases it is unfair that either architect 
or builder should be held _ respon- 
sible. I have no defence for the dilatory 
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or the incompetent. The world has no 
use for such to-day and has its own wa 
of dealing with them. I only ask that a 
who complain of delay in others should 
make quite certain that the responsibility 
does not rest with themselves. 


Applications of Scientific Research. 

I also Teferred to the criticism that 
architects are reluctant to embark on new 
methods of construction or to apply to 
the fullest extent the results of scientific 
research. It is not every architect’s lot to 
serve wealthy and adventurous clients, 
willing to take some risk and stimulated 
by novelty. It is, I think, unfair to sug- 
gest that there is any general reluctance 
to make use of the results of scientific 
research, for, after all, there are adven- 
turous architects as well as clients. Many 
of the results of research can be put into 
immediate use, but for some the test of 
time must be applied. The architect has 
a duty to study the interests of his clients 
and it is understandable that he should 
show caution in recommending new 
methods or new materials, in the use of 
which neither he nor his confréres have 
had any practical experience. I should 
like to take this opportunity of saying how 
indebted I am personally to the Building 
Research Station for their help and co- 
operation. I should like to think that the 
Research Station Digests were read by 
every architect and craftsman, however 
young or old he may be. It is never 
too soon or too late to learn. 

You may have expected me to make 
reference to some of the problems receiv- 
ing the consideration of the industry to- 
day, in which we architects are directly 
or indirectly concerned, such as: the 
increasing tendency towards specialisation 
and the employment of specialist sub- 
contractors, the greater use of mechanical 
appliances, output, the effect and desir- 
ability of gonus payments, the elimination 
of competition and all.that it implies. 
Because I hold no brief to speak for the 
main body of architects, and because of 
my association with the Building Industry 
Working Party, I have felt it better to 
refrain from discussing these matters, not 
all of which are free from political impli- 
cations. You may recall that Sir Christo- 
pher Wren allowed himself to become a 
Member of Parliament. Possibly it was 
an unfortunate act. Though, I believe, 
there is no record of his having spoken, 
there is little doubt that his resignation 
at the age of 86, after serving as Surveyor- 
General for 49 years, was due to politicat 
intrigue. I always feel that architects, 
especially those who serve as officials, are 
wise not to become too actively involved 
in political controversy. 

Looking at the industry to-day, I would 
suggest that its greatest need is for a 
more evident demand for co-operation 
amongst all the interests included in it and 
for the elimination of an apparently grow- 
ing tendency of suspicion amongst the 
members of it. 

We are faced with an insistent demand 
for higher standards, for greater efficiency 
and speed in output. But there are fewer 
opportunities for training those who wilt 
follow us, we hope, in the days when con- 
trols are removed and a greater freedom 
of action will be possible. The field of 
work upon which the industry is engaged 
is a very limited one, and the few oppor- 
tunities it offers for variety are often cur- 
tailed by increasing standardisation. 

As you move about the country you 
find evidence of the great achievements of 
the industry in which architect, master 
craftsman and workman have given of 
their best. This happy trinity of interest 
must be encouraged afresh. 
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HOUSING ACT, 1949 
Notes for Local Authorities’ 
Guidance 


NOTES for the information of local 
authorities on the provisions of the 
Housing Act, 1949; a memorandum on 
the administration of miscellaneous pro- 
visions of the Act; a memorandum on 
the improvement of housing accommoda- 
tion; and a statement of the conditions 
of grant approved by the Treasury have 
been circulated as Circular 90/49 (price 
6d. net, from H. M. Stationery Offices) 
by the Ministry of Health. 

In an introductory note Mr. H. Symon, 
C.B., Under-Secretary, writes :— 

The passing of this Act is a stage in the 
housing programme. Since the end of 
the war, effort has been concentrated 
primarily on the — of war damage 
and the provision of homes for families 
who were withouf a separate home of 
their own. In England and Wales up to 
July 31, 1949, 140,160 houses which were 
unoccupied as a result of serious war 
damage have been repaired, and over 
three-quarters-of-a-million less seriously 
damaged houses have been repaired by 
local authorities, and a substantial num- 
ber by private builders under licence. 
867,598 new homes have been provided, 
of which 487,395 are in new permanent 
houses and flats. 

Local authorities were asked recently 
to screen their lists of applicants for 
houses in order to ascertain the effective 
outstanding demand for new homes. The 
examination and collation of the returns 
received from the individual authorities 
are not yet complete, but it is clear that 
in order to satisfy the effective demand 
emphasis must for some time continue to 
be placed on the provision of new houses 
and, for the present, mainly of houses for 
families who are still without a separate 
home of their own and who wish to have 
one. Some of the provisions of the Act 
of 1949 are designed to fill gaps which ex- 
perience has shown to exist in the powers 
which local authorities have for provid- 
ing new housing accommodation. 

Local authorities have been hampered 
in the objective of producing communities 
of a balanced type by the limitation of 
their statutory powers to the provision of 
houses for the working classes. This 
limitation has been removed by section 1 


of the Act and the local authorities will - 


now be able, in the planning and execu- 
tion of their programme, to meet the 
varied needs of the community and to en- 
sure a proper balance in the development 
of their new estates. The standard subsidy 
from the Exchequer will continue to be 
in the form of payment of a fixed amount 
for each house approved for the purposes 
of the Act of 1946 as aincndad: by this 
Act, irrespective of the size of the house. 
By virtue of their statutory powers fix- 
ing and varying rents the local authorities 
will be free to distribute the benefit of the 
subsidies in the manner they consider 
most appropriate. 

Further, the local authorities will. be 
better able to meet the varying require- 
ments of a mixed community by the 
powers conferred on them by sections 7 
and 8 of the Act to provide meals and 
refreshments, laundry services and facili- 
ties for doing laundry and to sell furni- 
ture to the occupants of houses -provided 
by them or by housing associations under 
arrangements made with them. The 
charges to be made for these services are 
a matter for the decision of the local 
authority but the Minister desires to make 
it clear that these services should be self- 
supporting and that in the periodic re- 
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views of. Exchequer subsidy no account 
will be taken of expenditure on them. 
Local authorities providing one or other 
of these services should therefore make 
careful estimates of income and expendi- 
ture and should revise their estimates 
from time to time in the light of actual 
experience. 


Method of Calculating Subsidy. 


The Act of 1949 does not purport to 
deal with the amount of assistance for 
new houses from the Exchequer and the 
rates: provision for the periodical review 
of these subsidies is contained in section 
16 of the Housing (Financial and Miscel- 
laneous Provisions) Act, 1946. In 
accordance with that section the Minister 
has, as the authority are aware, recently 
reviewed the position and has decided that 
no change should be made in the existing 
amounts of subsidy for houses completed 
not later than June 30, 1950. Neverthe- 
less experience since the passing of the 
Act of 1946 showed that, within the 
general framework of these subsidies, 
some minor adjustments were required in 
order to facilitate the provision of housing 
accommodation of the varied types re- 
quired in a comprehensive national pro- 
gramme. Adjustments have — therefore 
been made by the Act of 1949 in the 
method of calculating subsidy for flats on 
expensive sites, and provision has been 
made for increased subsidies for cottages 
built on expensive sites, for houses built 
of special materials in order to preserve 
the character of the surroundings and for 
house-building experiments; and for the 
first time provision has been made in hous- 
ing legislation for the payment of Ex- 
chequer subsidy for hostels. 

Although the building of new houses 
will in general be the most satisfactory 
method of meeting the existing shortage 
of houses and of replacing houses which 
are unfit for human habitation, an import- 
ant contribution to both these ends can 
be made by the improvement or conver- 
sion of existing houses or other buildings. 
With the best possible progress in the 
building of new houses, the great majority 
of families in this country must for some 
considerable time occupy houses which 
were built many years ago and which, 
though they may be soundly constructed 
and in good general repair, lack the 
amenities and conveniences which have 
come to be regarded as essential to a 
decent and healthy life. 

Part II of the Act of 1949, by the pro- 
vision of financial assistance, makes pos- 
sible the improvement of existing houses 
on terms reasonable for the tenant and 
for the owner; whether a local authority 
or a private person. These terms and the 
procedure to be adopted in order to make 
use of the facilities are set out in detail in 
the Memorandum enclosed with this Cir- 
cular (Appendix III). Reference is, there- 
fore, made here only to a few considera- 
tions of the general policy :— 

(1) As the execution of this work will 
draw on the resources of the building in- 
dustry in men and materials, the work 
to be carried out must be reckoned as a 
part of the housing programme of ‘the 
local. authority. In calculating the 
amount of improvement work which can 
be undertaken in a particular period the 
local authority must, therefore, have re- 
gard to the effect of this work on. their 
programme for new house building. 

So long as there is still any substantial 
number of applications for new houses 
from families who are without a separate 
home, an adequate programme of new 
house building must be maintained. 

(2) Special importance is attached to 
ensuring that the dwellings provided or 
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improved are of a good standard. It will 
be much better to secure a smaller num- 
ber of good houses than to fritter away 
the building resources and expenditure 
on the patching of houses which would 
remain unsatisfactory in many respects. 
(3) The surveys of housing conditions 
in their area which have been or are be- 
ing made by many local authorities 
should assist them in determining on 
which houses action can be taken with 
the greatest benefit to the improvement 
of housing conditions in the district. The 
choice of houses for assistance under the 
Act will be an important factor in the 
measure of success attained by the autho- 


rity. 

a) Action by the local authority will 
be particularly appropridte where there 
are groups of houses which lend them- 
selves readily to improvement and for 
which comprehensive proposals are not 
forthcoming from the owners. 


DEVALUATION OF £ 
Effect on Timber Imports 


"THE decision to establish a new dollar 

exchange rate of $2.80 to the pound 
in place of the old rate of $4.03—in other 
words, to devalue the £—is likely to have 
considerable effect upon imports of timber 
from hard currency areas, particularly 
Canada. 

A Board of Trade spokesman, in reply 
to an inquiry made by a representative 
of The Builder, made the following state- 
ment:— 

“In June the Government ordered a 
standstill of dollar purchases and it was 
later agreed with other members of the 
Sterling Commonwealth to aim in 1949- 
50 at a reduction in dollar imports to a 
level of 25 per cent. below the 1948 rate. 
The effect has not made itself felt yet 
either on the dollar deficit or in the supply 
of raw materials for British industry, but 
it is unlikely that we shall be getting much 
timber from Canada. 

“The aim will be to make good defi- 
ciencies from other sources, and a step 
in this direction has already been taken 
in the recent agreement with Russia for 
the import of 100,000 standards of soft- 
wood. It is, however, too early to give 
any precise indication of the eventual 
effect of the fixing of the new exchange 
rate upon timber imports. As the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer said in his broad- 
cast on Sunday, ‘we must wait and see 
what happens.’” 


SUSPENSION OF METAL 
: SALES 


IN a statement issued on September 19 
the Ministry. of Supply announce: Sales 
of copper, lead, zinc, tin and aluminium 
by the Ministry of Supply have been tem- 
porarily suspended from midnight on 
September 17. Orders posted on or be- 
fore September 17 will, however, be 
accepted at the prices ruling on that day 
provided normal. conditions have been 
complied with. Orders posted after that 
day will be dealt with at the new prices 
when trading is resumed. 

Sales will ‘be resumed on Thursday, 
September 22, at~new prices to be an- 
nounced by the Ministry. 





Exhibition of Designs. 


An exhibition of designs for a painted 
wall panel selected from entries in a com- 
petition promoted by the National Cash 
Register Co., Ltd., is open on all week- 
days until October 1 at the Royal Society 
of Arts, John Adam-street, W.C.2. 
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HOUSING AND 
PLANNING CONFERENCE 
AT BANGOR 


Problems Confronting Local 
Authorities 


Many of the complex house-building 
problems confronting local authorities 
were discussed at the North Wales 
Regional Conference of the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council at 
Bangor on September 12. e Mayor of 
Bangor, ALD. O. GLYN OWEN, who gave 
a civic welcome, said that local authorities 
were deeply concerned about the cost of 
houses. Unless costs were stabilised, it 
might be that ordinary people would be 
unable to afford to live in Council houses. 

ALD. A. Ivor Parry, Conway, who pre- 
sided in the morning, said North Wales 
had one of the most difficult planning 
problems. On the one hand they had to 
preserve amenities that attracted the tour- 
ists, and on the other they had to look 
after the livelihood of the people in the 
country districts. Commonsense, he said, 
should solve the problem. 

Mr. BuRTON STIBBON, the Council’s 
technical officer, agreed that North Wales 
had peculiar problems not found in other 
areas. Complaints were being received 
about the number of plans and forms that 
were necessary before even the smallest 
development could be commenced. The 
cost of the preparations was often nearly 
as much as the cost of the building itself. 

Mrs. ELSIE CHAMBERLAIN appealed for 
the maintenance of housing standards, 
and said that if they were not maintained, 
all they would be creating would be 
slums. They would have much better 
houses if women had more to say in the 
design. 

Mr. TREVOR WILLIAMS, of Wrexham 
Rural Council, said that an important 
problem was the redevelopment of exist- 
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ing population centres. Obsolete build- 
ings should be rebuilt to serve modern 
needs, and there was plenty of scope for 
planners. 

ALD. Davip Epwarps, Colwyn Bay, 
spoke of the sense of frustration experi- 
enced by authorities in house building. 
“We are sick and tired of all this red 
tape and frustrations at every corner. 
It is time we were allowed to get on with 
the job of building.” 

Mr. A. HowarpD Hott, Housing Mana- 
er at Brighton, who addressed the con- 
Rien also advocated that the people 
who lived in the houses should have some 
voice in their design. He was in favour 
of tenants’ associations to instil civic 
responsibility. 

Mr. WILLIAM THOMAS, Welsh Board of 
Health, said the onus of providing houses 
had now been placed on local authorities 
rather than private enterprise. 

Councils should realise the magnitude 
of their task. Some of the North Wales 
schemes would stand comparison with 
any in the country. 

ALD. W. S. WILLIAMS, Bangor, who 
presided in the afternoon, said that 
Bangor, with a population of 15,000, had 
built 1,200 houses. 

Several speakers stressed that the 
country was not catching up with the 
problem, and there were further appeals 
not to cut down standards. “The Welsh 
Board quibble over as little as £35 a 
house,” said. one delegate, and another 
asked: “Do they want us to build skele- 
ton houses?” 


Building Employment Figures. 


According to the latest employment 
analysis issued by the Labour Ministry, 
the number estimated to be employed in 
building and contracting in July was 
8,000 more than in the month previous, 
the actual figure being 1,497,000. 
The estimate was the same at the middle 
of last year. 
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BOWSTRING TIMBER ROOF TRUSSES. The photograph illustrates the use of bowstring trusses 


for the first time in this country, and 
Liverpool, in the process of erection. 


shows the Assembly Hall of St. Columba School at Huyton, near 
The trusses were designed by the Research and Design Department of 


the T.D.A. in collaboration with the architect; Mr. F. X. Velarde, F.R.I.B.A., and the contractors, Messrs. 


Tysons (Contractors) Ltd., of Liverpool. 


Belfast roof truss and is a combination of laminated and solid construction. 


glued laminated member and the bracing members and 
with timber connectors. 


The bowstring truss is a modern equivalent of the traditional 


The top chord is a continuous 
main tie are of solid material, the joints being made 


The trusses in this instance span 40 ft., spaced at 10 ft. centres, and carry purlins 


at 2 ft. centres which are covered with 1 in. boarding and waterproof felt. 
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PLANNING 
CONFERENCE IN 
SOUTHERN REGION 


Cost of Permanent Prefabricated 
Houses 


HE annuai conference of the Southern 

Region Local Authorities’ National 

Housing and Town Planning Council 
was held on Thursday, September 8. 


COUNCILLOR P. W. BARNES, chairman 
of Southampton Corporation Housing 
Committee, spoke of his corporation’s 
experiences in solving the post-war 
housing problem. He said permanent 
prefabricated houses had not redeemed 
their promise of being quicker or cheaper 
than the more traditional type. 


The conference passed a resolution, 
calling on the Ministry of Education to 
re-examine its requirements of land for 
school playing fields. 

COUNCILLOR H. C. BARNES, of Bourne- 
mouth, said that, in his district, far from 
there being a shortage of bricks, a deputa- 
tion of local firms had called on him say- 
ing they had so many bricks they could 
not store them. His council had since 
signed contracts to encourage these firms. 

Mr. BURTON STIBBON, conference secre- 
tary, introduced two papers. In the first, 
“ Planning Notes,” he urged that planning 
should be done “with both feet on the 
ground.” He strongly recommended a 
reduction in the number of forms required 
for building, especially for such small 
things as garages and garden sheds. The 
cost of filling in these forms, often 
requiring professional services, was often 
more than the building itself. He drew 
attention to overhead telephone and elec- 
tricity wires which spoiled good architec- 
tural work on estates and advocated more 
transplantation of fully grown trees. He 
introduced his paper, “ Housing Commen- 
tary,” by saying: “‘ Housing in the future 
will be a national service, available to all, 
irrespective of income.” In the matter of 
costs, which was so high that rents 
often amounted to a quarter of the tenant’s 
wages, Mr. Stibbon felt they could be 
reduced by the avoidance of over-elabora- 
tion of equipment and a certain standardi- 
sation of designs. 


High costs were also mentioned by Mr. 
P. SHEPPARD, treasurer of Kingsclere and 
Whitchurch R.D&C., who said: “ To con- 
‘tinue to build houses at the present stan- 
dard, unless there is a reduction in the 
cost of building, will eventually lead to 
chaos.” Of the remedies he suggested, 
the most prominent was for the Govern- 
ment to reduce the rate of interest on 
loans to local authorities and by equating 
and extending the loan period. 





Wages Agreement Negotiated. 


The Truck and Ladder Manufacturers’ 
Association, 6, Holborn Viaduct, Lon- 
don, E.C.1, announce that there is in force 
a wages agreement for the industry by 
negotiations with the respective trade 
unions and Ministry of Labour. Atten- 
tion is drawn to Employment and 
National Arbitration Order, 1940 (S. R. 
and O. No. 1305 of 1940) as amended 
by the amending Order 1944 (S. R. and 
O. No. 1437 of 1944). Article 5 of the 
Order requires employers to observe the 
recognised terms and conditions of em- 
ployment. For this purpose the 
“‘ recognised ‘terms and conditions” are 
those which have been settled by 
machinery of negotiation or arbitration 
in the trade. 
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ROAD RESEARCH 
DURING 1946 AND 1947 
Experiments and Conclusions 


MPPHE first post-war report of the Road 
Research Board, covering the period 
from January 1, 1946, to December 31, 
1947, has been published for the D.S.LR. 
by H.M.S.O., price Is. 6d., by post 
1s. 8d. The laboratory’s work during the 
war years, when most of the staff were 
engaged on special problems for Service 


and Supply Departments, is described in 
the Road 


“Wartime Activities : of 
Research Laboratory,” to be issued 
shortly. 


When the peacetime programme was 
resumed, several changes were made to 
bring the organisation more fully into 
line with current needs. The principal 
change was an extension of the terms 
of reference of the Road Research 
Board to include problems of road safety 
and traffic flow, and a new division of 
the laboratory was formed to deal with 
such problems. Among the subjects 
selected for early study were traffic flow, 
headlamp dazzle and accident statistics. 

A study of traffic flow was made on 


a disused aerodrome, where army 
vehicles assisted in the experiments 
which were linked with traffic studies 


under normal road conditions. The 
R.A. School of Photography and the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment co-opera- 
ted by taking air photographs of traffic 
movements. Traffic flow at pedestrian 
crossings was also examined. Tests on 
the model scale of markings for pedes- 
trian crossings showed that the “ zebra 
marking was outstandingly conspicuous, 
and it is now being used in full-scale 
trials. 

The effects on London traffic of the 
“no waiting” rule and other measures 
were studied, and timed runs were made 
by car along a number of important 
streets during peak traffic periods to find 
out where and why delays were occurring. 

The. anti-dazzie regulations recently 
introduced by the Ministry of Trans- 
port, which make it illegal to fit a pass- 
lamp too low, are a result of the 
laboratory’s work on vehicle lighting. 
Counts made by the police and the 
laboratory in various parts of the 
country had shown that a main cause 
of dazzle was the pass-lamp mounted 
low and then tilted upwards to improve 
vision. A longer-term investigation 1s in 
hand on the merits of adopting a standard 
headlamp beam. “Sealed beam” head- 
lamps, widely used in the U.S.A., have 
been examined. Polarised light has also 
been considered, but the difficulties are 
at present too great to make its use 

racticable. 

" All these problems of road safety and 
traffic flow require the collection of a 
great deal of statistical data, beyond the 
scope of official accident statistics. For 
example, it is intended to collect “* back- 
ground” statistics relating to traffic and 
vehicle mileage, and to examine the 
results of propaganda campaigns. Use- 
ful conclusions have been reached from 
studies of records of accidents in the 
Services and in certain large transport 
undertakings. : 

In the researches on materials and 
methods of construction, increasing 
emphasis has been placed upon the use 
of machinery in lieu of manual labour 
and upon a detailed study of the soil 
as afi integral part of the road structure. 
The peacetime programme has been con- 
cerned with applying to civilian prob- 
lems knowledge acquired during the war 
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of speedier methods of construction and 
of the value of local materials. 

Research on soils has included a com- 
prehensive study of the compaction of 
British soils, and studies of the mechan- 
ics of moisture movément and stabilising 
of soil with cement, bitumen and water- 
proofing chemicals. Colonial as well as 
British soils have been examined and 
the laboratory has advised on the setting 
up of a testing station in Nigeria. 

An experimental concrete road, form- 
ing part of the Oxton By-Pass in 
Nottinghamshire, was _ constructed in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Transport and the Nottinghamshire 
County Council in 1946. Slabs of 
various thicknesses were laid both 
directly on the subgrade and on stabil- 
ised base courses in order to determine 
the most economical form of construc- 
tion. Other work concerning concrete 
was related to the performance of mixers 
and of compacting machines. An experi- 
mental machine was designed and built 
for studying the effect of vibration on 
the compaction of freshly laid concrete. 

The main research on_ bituminous 
materials dealt with the weathering and 
adhesion of binders. Some thirty sites 
of full-scale experiments on bituminous 
surfacings in England and Scotland are 
now under observation. A study has 
also been made of plant for mixing and 
laying carpets and of machinery for 
surface dressing. 

The laboratory’s ties with the road 
industry have been greatly strengthened. 
To cover the extended -programme the 
Road Research Board set up several 
new committees composed of experts 
from all branches of the industry. One 
of these bodies, the Committee on Road 
Users, is a joint committee with the 
Medical Research Council. 

Recognising the importance of main- 
taining a steady flow of the results of 
research to the “ consumer,” the labora- 
tory has issued numerous research notes 
and publications and has instituted a 
series of winter lecture courses attended 
each year by some 200 engineers. 
Summaries of the latest results of 
research are issued quarterly as a further 
means of keeping road engineers in 
touch with current work. The labora- 
tory’s investigations require many full- 
scale experiments on public highways, 
and these provide another fruitful source 
of contact with highway engineers, as 


all such experiments are arranged in: 


co-operation with the Ministry of Trans- 
port and with the assistance of the local 
authorities. 
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LIBERAL PARTY’S 
HOUSING POLICY 
An 11-Point Summary 


FXLEVEN POINTS summarising the 

Liberal Party’s policy for housing 
were outlined by. Mr, GREVILLE COLLINS, 
prospective Liberal candidate for Chip- 
penham, Wilts, in an address to the 
Building Industries Luncheon Club at the 
Hungaria Restaurant, Regent Street, 
S.W.1, on September 14, Addresses out- 
lining Conservative and Socialist housing 
policy. have been arranged for later 
meetings, 

Mr, Collins said that Liberal policy for 
housing could be summed up in the 
following points :— 

1.. To create a Ministry of Housing 

with sole responsibility for housing, 

2. To allocate house. building on a 
wider basis to provide for a greater 
number of people. 

3. To assist by subsidy less new con- 
struction and more maintenance and 
alteration for modernising. 

4, To encourage modernisation of exist- 
ing building by adjustment of rate- 
able values on modernised and new 
properties and surcharging upon old 
and dilapidated buildings. Improve- 
ments to be derated. 

5. To commence immediate slum clear- 
ance schemes in preference to 
building on outlying estates. 

6. To allocate 100,000 new houses for 
rural workers and to concentrate 
on a five-year plan. 

7. To grade in accordance with rate- 
able values of property the free limit 
licence for expenditure. 

8. To enact a fair Act to allow land- 
lords increased rents to meet ad- 
ditional costs of maintenance and 
repairs: Local authorities to be 
brought within control. 

9. To encourage home ownership and 
allow tenants of Council houses to 
purchase them within local authori- 
ties’ mortgaging power, and with 
safeguards to prevent abuse. 

10. To review the leasehold system and 
enact legislation to allow lessees to 
purchase freehold at fair and reason- 
able price. 

11. To review the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, eliminate its 
restrictive effect upon building and 
make it a workable instrument. 

The next meeting of the Club, which 
is open to all heads of businesses, pro- 
fessional or otherwise, connected with 
building, will be on November 16, when 
Mr. Geoffrey Bing, M.P., will outline 
Labour housing policy. The hon. secre- 
tary is Mrs. Pleydell-Bouverie, 4, Man- 
chester-square, . 


Electrical Installation Inquiry. 

MANCHESTER Housing Committee have 
recommended that an investigation © be 
made into 3,004 prefabricated dwellings 
owned by the Ministry of Works follow- 
ing complaints from the occupiers that 
they have received electric shocks. The 
Committee have also asked for a report 
on deterioration of the dwellings, 


Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 

A FURTHER -address by Lord Meston 
will be given to The Incorporated Asso- 
ciation of Architects and Surveyors, at the 
Royal Society of Arts, Adelphi, on Thurs- 
day, October 6 next, at 6 p.m. Compli- 
mentary tickets for seats still available 
from ‘the Hon. Secretary, London and 
Home Counties Branch, The Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors, 
75, Eaton-place. S.W.1. 
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ESTATE AGENTS’ 
COMMISSION 
A Warning to Vendors 


By a Legal Correspondent. 

]N the case of E. P.. Nelson and Co. v. 

Rolfe decided by the Court of 
Appeal just before the Long Vacation, 
the .old subject. of estate agents’ com- 
mission came up again and was dealt 
with in such a way as to require a word 
of warning to vendors placing property 
in the hands of agents. 

The defendant and her husband wanted 
to sell a bungalow in which they. were 
living, and the wife went around to 
several agents and asked them to try 
to find a purchaser. She signed no forms 
and entered into no written agreement 
until she came to the plaintiffs with whom 
she entered into an agreement by sign- 
ing a form which, after giving the address 
of the property and the price, £2,500, 
went on to say: 

“I hereby instruct Messrs. E. P. 
Nelson and Co. to offer for sale the 
property described above on the under- 
standing that in the event of Messrs. 
E. P. Nelson and Co. introducing to me 
a person able ready and willing to pur- 
chase the property on the terms indica- 
ted above, or on terms subsequently 
authorised by me, I will pay them 
immediately upon such _ introduction 
commission in accordance with terms 
. . . given overleaf and which I have 
carefully read,” 

Some time after the property had been 
put into the hands of the plaintiffs, a 
prospective purchaser, sent by one of 
the other agents who had _ been 
approached by the defendant, came to 
look at the. bungalow, took a liking to 
it, paid a preliminary deposit of £5 and 
subsequently persuaded the defendant to 
grant an option on the property for 24 
hours, at a higher figure than the £2,500 
asked by the defendant. 

Before any more conclusive step was 
taken, a prospective purchaser sent by 
the plaintiffs arrived and eventually 
declared that she was willing to purchase 
the property at the price given to the 
plaintiffs. The defendant said the bunga- 
low was sold, that she have given an 
option on it, and that a deposit had 
been paid. The property was later sold 
to the earlier purchaser for £2,700. 

The plaintiff sued for their commission, 
which was £70, and it was contended on 
their behalf that they, having produced 
a purchaser able, ready and willing to 
purchase at the agreed price, and the 
property not having been previously 
withdrawn or sold, the defendant vendor 
was bound by her agreement with them. 
The learned County Court Judge, before 
whom the case first came, found for the 
defendant, on the grounds that a term 
must be implied in the agreement with 


the estate agent that commission would ff 


not be payable if the defendant chose 
to withdraw the property by reason of 
some arrangement to which she was 
morally or‘as a matter of business bound. 

The Court of Appeal rejected this 
implied term, and unanimously, if some- 
what reluctantly, found for the plain- 
tiffs. Lord Justice Cohen went so far 


as to say: “The merits of this case } 


are all with the defendant, but. the 
argument of counsel for the plaintiffs has 
convinced me that they are entitled to 
succeed.” 

It was admitted by counsel for the 
plaintiffs and accepted by the Court that 
there were three events in which no 
commission would be payable notwith- 
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Standing an appropriate introduction; 
they were: (1) Where authority to find 
a purchaser is withdrawn before intro- 
duction; (2) Where before introduction 
the property is sold; and (3) Where 
before introduction the owner has entered 
into a binding contract to sell. 

But it was held that a prior grant of 
an unenforceable option could not defeat 
the agents’ claim to commission. Perhaps 
the surest way for the vendor to avoid 
involving himself in liability for double 
commission is to refrain from entering 
into any agreement to pay upon the mere 
introduction of a_ready and willing pur- 
chaser, but this case underlines the fact 
that where such agreements. are made 
with agents, great care should be taken 
to withdraw all authority as soon as the 
right purchaser is found and secured. 


THE PLAN FOR HEMEL 


HEMPSTEAD 


T[THE designated area for this plan* 

- covers 5,910 acres (over 9 square 
miles), which seems a very liberal allow- 
ance for the estimated population of 
60,000, but nearly 3 square miles of this 
is reserved for agriculture and some 2 
square miles for other open spaces, leav- 
ing four for definite building sites, a rea- 
sonable allowance considering that nearly 
400 acres of it are allocated to industrial 
purposes. The selection of Hemel Hemp- 
stead for a new town provides more diffi- 
cult problems than most of the others 
now in process of organisation; not only 
is the formation of the site an irregular 
one, with differences of level amounting 
to 300 feet, but it is intersected by two 
valleys, one to the south-west and the 
other, running north, a little west of the 
centre of the site; the first is the valley 
of the Bulbourne, the second that of 
the river Gade. Fs 

Ahother aspect of the problem is due 
to the fact that there is already a popula- 
tion of over 20,000 within the area, of 
whom more than half are occupied in 
manufacture, agriculture and service in- 
dustry in. the immediate neighbourhood, 
and a substantial proportion of the re- 
mainder, using it as a dormitory location 
for London. The interests of all these 
have to be considered, and as it is pro- 





* Report and Outline Plan for Hemel Hemp- 
stead, to be submitted to the Ministry of 
T. and C. Planning by the H.H. Development 
Corporation. 
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to retain accommodation for no 
more than 16,000 of them, the scheme has 
to provide for 4,000 displaced in addition 
to the intended increment of 40,000. 

Moreover, the area is at present 
bisected by a single-track branch railway 
line coming from the former Midland 
main line at Harpenden and joining the 
L.M.S. one at the junction of the two 
valleys mentioned above. The line no 
longer carries passenger traffic, and is 
mainly used to serve two coal depots. 
The plan visualises the removal of this 
railway except as serving a_ terminal 
towards the north-east of the area, where 
an extensive industrial group is located. 
The removal is supported by the fact that 
it is, perforce, poorly graded, and that 
measures can be taken to provide for the 
services it gives, while -it is fully justified 
by the impossibility of planning an appro- 
priate central grouping while it remains. 

Appreciating these difficulties, the 
Development Corporation expressed the 
view that it was impossible to follow any 
predetermined pattern for development, 
and that its task was to fill in the gaps 
in the existing social, economical and 
physical pattern in such a way as to pro- 
duce a scheme having coherence and bal- 
ance. It may be thought that it has gone 
rather beyond this in the proposed master 

lan, showing what it thinks may be done 
in 15 or 20 years, but this is qualified by 
the statement that such a plan can only 
hope to fix zones of use and a general 
communications pattern within which 
development can proceed towards a 
coherent whole. 

It is felt that a thriving town will create 
its own pressures which may be difficult 
to control; variations are to be expected 
for which marginal provisions are offered, 
particularly as possible industrial develop- 
ment outside the area in the Gade valley 
to the south-east may be anticipated and 
the competition between Hemel Hemp- 
stead as an industrial centre and as a 
London dormitory may arise. 

The main zones are conditioned by 
existing development and the topography 
of the area; the central business zone to 
the east of the Gade valley could not be 
moved from its present location without 
an unwarrantable disturbance of its tradi- 


tions and interests as the natural centre © 


of the area. The existing industrial zone 
stretching a the main railway - line 
south-eastward for some distance outside 
the designated area will obviously remain; 
but as this is of a limited width, addi- 
tional industrial sites proportional to the 
increased size of the town have been 
placed on the upper levels towards the 
north-east with a possible supplementary 
area to the north-west. 

It is pointed out that Hemel Hempstead 
has a character of its own with a happy 
relation between building and open space. 
This the plan seeks to maintain and ex- 
tend, retaining the open valley at the 
north end of the town, with access to the 
moor and the green at- Leverstock. A 
ring road would define the boundary 
between the residential groupings and 
the agricultural (and industrial) areas. 
The eight residential neighbourhoods, 
each with its provision of schools, shop- 
ping centres, etc., would be, in the main, 
marked off from each other by open 
spaces and belts of trees, along which 
would run footpaths forming pleasant 
walks towards the outer sections having 
a@ more rural character. 

EV. E. 


** A detailed summary of the report and plan 
for Hemel Hempstead Tet by Mr. 
G. - Jellicoe, F.R.1LB.A., 4 
P.L.L.A., for the Hemel Hempstead De- 
velopment Corporation was given, with 
on. in our issue for October 10, 
1947.— Eb. 
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THE BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 
Some Interesting Displays Promise 


ME. ANEURIN BEVAN, M_LP., 

_ Minister of Health, has accepted 
an invitation to open the twenty-third 
Building Exhibition, at Olympia, W.14, 
on Thursday, November 17. The fol- 
lowing advance details, ene by Mr. 
H. R. G. Montgomery, M.C., give some 
indication of the scope of the Exhibi- 
tion :— 

The maximum space permitted by the 
L.C.C. has been let in the Grand and 
National Halls. On this occasion, the ex- 
hibition is larger than the 1947 one by 
20 per cent. more stands, and an additional 
Gallery has been let. Access to the first 
floor has been improved by the erection 
of a central stairway constructed in 
welded scaffolding. 

The large section of woodworking 
machinery, which has not exhibited since 
1938, is occupying a considerable area 
on the ground floor of approximately 
10,000 sq. ft. Nearly every member of 
this section is engaged in the export of 
timber machinery. 


Architect-Designed Stands. 
Some exceptionally well-designed stands 


will be on view and many of them are. 


carried out by _ leading architects, 
specialising in this work. One stand in 
particular has recently had a prototype 
built outside London at a cost of £2,000. 
An interesting feature of approximately 
2,000 sq. ft. is entitled “ Design for 
Recreation” and it is anticipated that this 
will be of value not only to all municipal 
authorities but also to those firms pro- 
viding special facilities for their em- 
ployees. As implied in the title, this 
display lays particular stress on a hitherto 
neglected subject: the planning of build- 
ings for people’s leisure hours. It is a 
preview of internal planning, ideal location 
and specific requirements of the recrea- 
tional, building of the future. The ex- 
hibit is designed to interest both techni- 
cian and layman and, to this purpose, 
murals, photographs and general informa- 
tion are liberally provided. Not only 
does it cover recreation inside the town 
but includes a wide survey of facilities 
obtainable throughout the country. The 
most important of these is the scheme 
for week-ends away from built-up areas 
for the whole family, with special stress 
on outdoor enjoyment and games for all 
ages. 

Eighteenth-century Sawpit. 

There will be a full size replica of a 
late eighteenth-century hand sawpit, show- 
ing the method by which timber was 
sawn right up to the date that machinery 
was introduced. Also on view will be a 
collection of antique tools used in the 
joinery and timber trade. 

The leading technical schools are again 
represented and re pe of work by the 
East Ham Technical College, the Middle- 
sex Education Committee and the L.C.C. 
Schools, including Brixton and Hammer- 
smith Schools of Building and the 
Northern Polytechnic, will be seen. 


Government Departments’ Interest. 


Several Government Departments are 
represented, including :— 

The Department of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research, who have a very large 
stand showing the results of research in 
matters affecting the building industry; 
ways Of using well-known materials 
economically or in such a way as to 
minimise the risk of failure; means of 
handling new materials to the best ad- 
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vantage; and new methods in building 
designed to increase efficiency with little 
or no extra cost. In addition, a section 
has been devoted to the cause and pre- 
vention of dry rot, ways of improving 
heating systems and cutting down over- 
heads, foundations on clay areas, spread 
of fire in buildings, etc. 

The Ministry of Works have a large 
display on steel economy, organisation 
of the modern site and general informa- 
tion. They have also devoted 850 sq. ft 
to the uses of prestressed concrete in 
building at home and abroad, an intro- 
duction which effects a considerable 
saving in steel and timber whilst provid- 
ing a better means of using the compres- 
sive strength of concrete in a strong, 
enduring and contemporary way. 

The Ministry of Labour have a large 
exhibit on safety and welfare of building 
sites. A wide field in this aspect of the 
industry is covered—precaution in _pre- 
paratory work, demolition, scaffolding, 
excavation, etc., and it is hoped that the 
attention of both employer and employee 
will be drawn to this stand. 

Also represented are the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning, whose dis- 
play, through the medium of photographs, 
charts and models, is an attempt to show 
how land may best be planned in_ the 
interests of housing, industry, agricul- 
ture and education, and how a genuine 
saving of land for essential purposes may 
be achieved. 

Also holding large stands are the 
Ministries of Health and Fuel and Power. 


Liverpool Neighbourhood Unit. 


Liverpool Corporation Housing Com- 
mittee has approved a lay-out prepared 
by Dr. Ronald Bradbury, the city archi- 
tect and director of housing, for a neigh- 
bourhood unit comprising 2,500 houses, 
together with schools, clinics, churches, a 
community centre, and other amenities on 
land off the East Lancashire-road. 
The project provides for a self-contained 
housing estate on the most up-to-date 
lines, and will be enclosed on three sides 
by a broad green belt. 
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TIMBER LICENCES 
Where Forms Should be Sent 


For -the guidance of those who are 
doubtful as to where applications for tim- 
ber licences must be sent in varying cir- 
cumstances, the London Master Builders 
Association has included in a recently 
issued circular a copy of a Timber Con- 
trol memorandum which explains the pro- 
cedure. This memorandum headed “ Pro- 
cedure for timber requirements for build- 
ing and building repair work,” is as 
follows :— 

1. (a) If the cost of the work in question 
added to the cost of any other work on 
the same property during the period 
1/7/49-30/6/50 does not exceed £100— 
your application for timber on form 
TC3/8/CPL should be sent to the Timber 
Control, Area Officer, endorsed to that 
effect. 

(b) If the cost of the work in question 
added to the cost of any other work on 
the same property during the period 
1/7/49-30/6/50 is over £100, but does 
not exceed £1,000 and is in respect of a 
“designated ” building (as defined in the 
Control of Building Operations (No. 12) 
Order, 1948), you should apply for tim- 
ber on Ministry of Works Form CL1136a, 
which can be obtained from the Regional 
Licensing Officer of the Ministry of 
Works or from your Local Authority. 
This form should be fully completed and 
returned to the Regional Licensing Officer, 
M.O.W., together with a schedule of the 
work and details of the sizes of timber 
required. It is not necessary to com- 
plete form TC3/8/CPL in this case. 

(c) If the work is in regard to day-to-day 
maintenance being done under the autho- 
rity of a Maintenance Licence, that docu- 
ment should accompany your application 
on form TC3/8/CPL to the Area Officer, 
Timber Control, as above. It will be 
returned with the Timber Licence. 

2. Where a Building Licence is necessary, 
application should be made on M.O.W. 
form CL1136a, or CL1136b for new pri- 
vate dwellings, or CL1136c for rebuilding 
war-destroyed houses, and should be sent 
to the Local Authority concerned if the 
work is entirely confined to a private 
dwelling. In all other cases where form 
1136a is appropriate, it should be sent to 
the Regional Licensing Officer, M.O.W., if 
the work is confined to repairs or to the 
Government Department concerned with 
your production if the work relates en- 
tirely to new construction. 

When the Building Licence has been 
granted, the release of timber will be 
dealt with by: 

The Principal Housing Officer, Ministry 
of Health—if the work is in regard to 
housing. 

The Regional Licensing Officer, Ministry 
of Works—for all other purposes. 

The Area Officer of the Timber Control! 
does not at any stage deal with applica- 
tions under 1(b) and 2 above. 


Prefabricated Public Houses. 


Proposals for the erection of prefabri- 
cated public houses in Birmingham have 
recently come before the planning com- 
mittee of the licensing justices when a firm 
of brewers made six applications for what 
were described as “no objection certifi- 
cates.” Mr. John Flowers, K.C., said that 
the “no objection certificate” was re- 
garded as the first step towards getting 
permission to build temporary premises 
and without it the brewers could do noth- 
ing. The committee granted certificates 
for the six applications for a period of five 
years. 
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THE FUTURE OF 


BUILDING 
Minister of Works Expresses 
Confidence 


[wo houses, built at the Barnfield 
Housing Estate, Southampton, by 
apprentices, under an Apprentice Masters’ 
Training Scheme, were formally opened 
by the Minister of Works (Mr. C. W. 
Key, M.P.), when he visited Southamp- 

ton on September 14. 

Mr. Key told a gathering of over 100 
assembled apprentices that when they 
came to transfer to the normal appren- 
ticeship on the completion of their train- 
ing, they would carry with them a sense 
of fitness and responsibility which would 
be a guarantee that whatever work they 
undertook in the future would bear the 
hall-mark of quality. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to the 
Minister, COUNCILLOR R. W. Jones, 
Q.B.E., referred to the difficulty of plac- 
ing building apprentices with employers 
after they had completed their training 
with the scheme, and he attributed this 
to the lack of continuity of work among 
Southampton builders. 

_The same problem was raised at a 
dinner, given by representatives of all 
branches of the building industry to the 
Minister, in the Polygon Hotel, 
Southampton, the same evening. Mr. 
W. BaKER, chairman of the Southampton 
branch of the National Federation. of 
Building Trades Operatives, said that em- 
ployers, not getting sufficient licences for 
work, were unable to plan ahead and 
were not eager to engage apprentices for 
five years without knowing what was to 
happen in the future. 

Answering the point, Mr. Key said 
that it was up to the Government to see 
that they brought about a steadiness 
and certainty in the building fthdustry. 
They wanted to do it, he said, and if they 
could overcome the great financial diffi- 
culties with which Britain had been faced 
so far, so that they could have a steady 
investment programme year after year, 
they could ensure giving the trainees the 
necessary steady work. “Despite diffi- 
culties—and a little understandable un- 
certainty on the part of some in the 
industry—there can be no doubt of the 
amount of work ahead,” said Mr. Key. 
“A million” operatives are now engaged 
on the building programme, which 
amounts to approximately a thousand 
million pounds worth a year and pro- 
vides, in addition to houses, many other 
essential buildings such as _ schools, 
hospitals, generating stations, factories, 
docks, and offices. The activities in view 
will demand the full attention of the in- 
dustry for many years to come and if the 
programme is to be fulfilled, the labour 
force must be fully maintained.” 


22,000 Apprentices Annually. 

That would, said the Minister, involve 
the recruitment of at least 22,000 new ap- 
prentices each year and in the end the 
effective action to secure that remained 
with the individual employer—small as 
well as large. As far as materials were 
concerned, the* main shortages were now 
confined, he said, to softwood and steel. 
He knew, of course, that during the 
current building season builders might 
have experienced difficulties in obtaining 
bricks. The season, he said, had been 
exceptional and the shortage came in spite 
of steadily increasing output, which was 
20 per cent. above that of the comparable 
month of the previous year. 

“T hope it will go on increasing and 
that the growing demand will encourage 
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brickmakers to lay down stocks during 
the slack period so that in 1950 the short- 
ages may be avoided,” said Mr. Key, who 
went on to say that cement had generally 
been available without delay and so far 
as equipment was concerned the outlook 
was hopeful. Progress had been made 
during recent years in the development of 
labour-saving machines contributory to 
efficiency and economy and great interest 
had been fostered by demonstrations of 
building plant throughout the country. 


DRAFT CODE OF PRACTICE 


Patent Glazing 


The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has issued as a draft for com- 
ment, Code 145.101, “Patent Glazing,” 
which was prepared on their behalf by a 
committee convened by the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects. 

This code deals with both pitched and 
vertical patent glazing and gives recom- 
mendations for glazing bars and types of 
glass most generally used. Information 
is given on the transmission of heat and 
light through glass, thermal insulation, 
resistance to weather, fire resistance and 
the use of special glasses for particular 
purposes, In setting out its recommen- 
dations concerning ‘the spacing of 
glazing bars and purlins, the fixing of 
glazing bars and flashings and methods 
of securing the glass, the code gives atten- 
tion to detail with a view to the avoid- 
ance of subsequent inconvenience to 
occupiers and to the deterioration of 
components. 

The code is in draft form and sub- 
ject, before final publication, to revision 
in the light of comments received. Com- 
ments, which are invited, should be sub- 
mitted before October 19, 1949. 

Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, Sales and 
Distribution Department, 24, Gillingham- 
street, London, S.W.1, price 2s., post free, 
proof: reference CP(B)894. 








A Specialised Service and System 
of Construction for Architects 

As specialists, HELICON design, 
design and construct, or construct only, 
according to the needs of the client. 


Ferro-Cencrete Design and 


Construction Many of the finest 
buildings in the country today are 
constructed by Helicon. Architects and 

gi PP the specialised 
advice which is so necessary in this 
form of construction. 


Pre-Cast and “In Situ’? Floors 7 


Helicon floors are light, rigid, fire- 
proof, s isting and hygienic, and 
are readily adapted to meet all require- 
ments. Speedy erection makes them 
economical. ‘ y 


Pre-Cast Concrete and Cast Stone 7 


For free advice on this or on any typé 

of f ion, call, 

write or ‘phone for a technical repre- 

sentative to call. Yy 
THE HELICAL BAR & 7 
ENGINEERING Co., Ltd,,; 

82. VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, LONDON. 

S.W. 1, SPHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 

AGENTS: AM *MIDDL 

( NEWCASTLE 
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L.M.B.A. 
The Late Mr. Eric Burt 


AT the September meeting of the Coun- 
cil of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, the President, Mr. Nigel Hannen 
referred to the serious loss the Associa- 
tion had sustained by the death last month 
of Mr. Eric Burt. Mr. Burt, one of the 
directors of John Mowlem and Co., Ltd., 
was President of the L.M.B.A. in 1936 
and since then had served on many 
L.M.B.A. and National Federation Com- 
mittees. He was Master of the Worship- 
ful Company of Paviors. 


To Meet the Lord}]Mayor -; 


THE Minister of Works, Mr. Charles 
Key, the President of the R.I.B.A. and 


‘the Presidents of the National Federations 


of Employers and Operatives will be 
among the guests to meet the Lord Mayor 
at the luncheon the London Master Buil- 
ders’ Association ‘is giving in his honour 
at the Savoy on October 10. Mr. Nigel 
Hannen is to preside. 


Prizes for Apprentices 


Prizes from the Sidney Gaze Memo- 
rial Fund are to be presented to appren- 
tices taking training courses at four 
technical colleges in the Kingston district 
at a meeting of the London Master Build- 
ers’ Association’s South-Western Area in 
Kingston on Wednesday next, September 
28. fund was instituted in memory 
of the late Mr. Sidney Gaze, a past chair- 
man of the Area. The presentations will 
be made by -Major Leslie Shingleton. 
O.BE., a former President of 
L.M.B.A. and late Chairman of the Lon- 
don Regional Apprenticeship Committee. 
Twenty-two students from the Kingston, 
Twickenham, Richmond and Wimbledon 
technical colleges have been recom- 
mended for prizes. 

The students, with their masters from 
the Technical Schools and their employers, 
are being entertained to luncheon by the 
Area in Zeeta’s Restaurant before the 
presentation, and parents have beeninvited 
to attend the ceremony, which will take 
place at2 p.m. Mr. H. W. Banks, Ohair- 
man of the Area, will preside.- 


HOME OWNERSHIP | 
Guide Issued by East Anglian 
Employers 


A BOOKLET with an immediate appeal to 
all who desire or contemplate building 
their own home has been issued by the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
employers. Entitled ““A Home of One’s 
Own,” this little booklet will prove to be 
a valuable guide to those, and there must 
be many, who have despaired of ever sur- 
mounting the present-day legislative and 
financial obstacles to home ownership. 
Each phase in the procedure is dealt with 
in detail, the alternatives being set forth 
in simple and direct language, so that even 
the most inexperienced cannot réad its 
dozen or so pages without a good ‘work- 
ing knowledge of the whole business. ' 

The first conpier deals with the buying 
of land, and subsequent pages give infor- 
mation regarding the architect’s services 
and fees, choosing a builder, limits on size 
and design, securing a building licence, 
bye-laws and town planning applications, 
plans to be submitted and assessment of 
development charge. eee ; 

Finally financial matters are explained. 


including land costs, building costs and 
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limits, road charges, legal fees, loans from 
building societies and local authorities 
and repayment costs. 

The booklet is intended primarily for 
the benefit and guidance of would-be 
house-owners in the Eastern Counties 
who, on sending a stamped, addressed 
foolscap envelope to Mr. Robert W. 
Porter, F.C.LS., Director of the Eastern 
Federation, 95, Tenison-road, Cambridge, 
can obtain a copy on request. 


TRADE NEWS 


A New Showroom. 


A showroom for the exhibition of light- 
ing equipment, and typical motors, instru- 
ments, meters, batteries and rubber cables, 
was opened on September 1 by Crompton 
Parkinson, Ltd., at Crompton House, 
Aldwych, W.C.2. 


New Office Opening. 

The Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., 
have found it necessary to take more 
commodious and modern offices and from 
Monday, September 26, their address 
will be: 55/59, Oxford-street, London, 
W.1. The telephone number is unchanged. 


Revised Boiler Design. 

Messrs. Crane, Ltd., 45, Leman-street, 
London, E.1, announce that they are 
arranging to introduce an improved 
design of the “Ipswich” open fire 
domestic boiler which will take the place 
of No. 01 model. The new version (No. 
O1A), the firm state, has been designed 
to combine good appearance with 
economy of fuel consumption. 


A Long Service Presentation. 


Mr. Donald M. Brown was presented 
on September 15 with a grandfather clock 
to mark the completion by him of 50 
years’ service with Messrs. Keith Black- 
man, Ltd. Mr. Brown started as an office 
boy with the original Blackman Ventilat- 
ing Company in August, 1899, just before 
its amalgamation in 1900 with the busi- 
ness of Mr. James Keith. He now is 
commercial manager and has been on the 
board of directors since 1938. 


Granite for Thames South Wall. 


The large quantity of granite required 
for the construction of the new Thames 
South Wall has brought a great deal of 
work to Cornish quarries. Amongst these 
is the De Lank Quarry at St. Breward, 


near Bodmin, which is producing a large’ 


tonnage of silver grey granite for this 
contract. The De Lank Quarries have 
recently been engaged on a number of 
engineering stone contracts, and the 
monumental side of the business shows 
no relaxation in the popularity of silver 
grey. granite for private and public 
memorials, we are informed. 


Drawing Guides Available. 


Messrs. Ozalid Co., Ltd., 62, London 
Wall, E.C.2, inform us that their new 
“Magic Carpet” drawing guides are 
now available.. These guides have been 
developed by Mr. Hassler, 
M.1.Mech.E., as an “accurate and rapid 
method of working out new designs.” 
His method consists of a series of charts 
each of which has a bold network of 
lines. One prunes for orthographic 
drawings, another for isometric and a 
for perspective (external angular, internal 
angular and “down the aisle” views). 
The charts may be inserted under tracing 
aper to provide the scaffolding for the 
anguage of the engineer, i.e., plan, eleva- 


tion, end view, etc. When the drawing 


is completed the chart is withdrawn. 





THE BUILDER 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


The late Mr. Arthur Haes. 


It is with regret that we announce the 
death on September 7 of Mr. Arthur 
Haes, founder and chairman of Messrs. 
Sealocrete Products, Ltd., of Hammer- 
smith, London. He was in his 78th year. 
His son, Mr. Eric Haes, succeeds him as 
— and managing director of the 

rm. 


Builders’ Castings and Monopolies Com- 
mission. 


The Board of Trade in pursuance of 
Section 6(4) of the Act have referred to 
the Monopolies Commission for investi- 
gation and report the supply of certain 
builders’ castings made of cast iron, that 
is to say : (a) rainwater pipes-and gutters; 
(b) soil pipes and (c) smoke pipes, and 
the connections and fittings normally used 
therewith. Any person or organisation 
wishing to give such evidence should 
write to the Secretary of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission, 37, 
Upper Brook-street, London, W.1. 


Plans for Takoradi Harbour. 


The Gold Coast Government have com- 
missioned Messrs. Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction, Ltd., of Southall, Middlesex, to 
carry out certain extensions and improve- 
ments on the harbour facilities at 
Takoradi, the principal port of the Gold 
Coast. The engineering plans have been 
drawn up by Messrs. Rendel, Palmer and 
Tritton, consulting engineers, of West- 
minster, S.W.1. The cost will be £24 
million. Part of the project will be 
finished this year but the whole job will 
not be completed until 1952. 
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Week-end School for Building Teachers. 
Southampton Education Committee has 
accepted an invitation from the Southern 
Regional Council for Further Education 
to sponsor a week-end school, probably 
during the Christmas vacation, at the 
Technical School, for teachers on subjects 
connected With the building trades. 


American Screw-thread Standards. 

A supplement to the Handbook H28 
(1944), “Screw Standards for Federal 
Services,” just issued by the National 
Bureau of Standards, Washington, 25, 
D.C., makes effective a number of changes 
in American screw-thread standards which 
have been adopted by the Interdepart- 
mental Screw Thread Committee of the 
Federal Government since publication of 
the 1944 edition. 


Civic Centre Scheme. 

Ellesmere Port (Wirral) local auti ority 
has prepared a scheme for the develop- 
ment of a site of 20 acres as a civic centre, 
It wil' »rovide an extension of the present 










town -ntre and will cater for a new 
popu. n of 50,000 at least. The 
amenit. will include a town hall, concert 


room, liorary, police and fire stations, law 
courts, Government offices, a cinema, 
theatre and market hall. . Provision has 
been made in the scheme for additional 
building. 


Master Steeplejacks. 

At the third annual meeting of the 
National Federation of Master Steeple- 
jacks and Lightning Conductor Engineers, 
held at the Federation offices at 13, 
Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1, on September 
7, Mr. D. Campbell, of Messrs. J. W. 
Gray and Son, Ltd., was elected President 
and Mr. A. Beaumont, of Messrs. F. E. 
Beaumont, Ltd., Vice-President. The 
Council are Messrs. W. Bacon, R. Gib- 
ee 2 S. Gurney, S. Larkins and R. A. 

rice. 


Licence Delays, Plymouth, 

Delay by the Board of Trade in grant- 
ing licences’ is holding up several big 
schemes of industrial development in Plv- 
mouth, states a correspondent. Schemes 
so affected, include a £55,000 building 
for the Millbay Laundry Company, andl 
£80,000-£100,000 furniture factory for 
Clatworthy and Co.,\Ltd., and a £72,000 
bedding and upholstery factory for the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society. The 
Millbay Laundry Company has been wait- 
ing for a licence since 1941. 


100 Health Centres Requested. 

The Association of Building Technicians 
successfully moved a resolution at the 
Trades Union Congress at Bridlington 
expressing dissatisfaction “at the con- 
tinued postponement of the Health Centre 
programme,” and -.asking the General 
Council “to press the Government to 
sanction and arrange for the building of 
at least 100 health centres forthwith and 
to announce its determination to complete 
in ten years the full programme of health 
centres needed for the whole population.” 


Technical Studies. 

Courses of study in various aspects of 
architecture and town plamning, particu- 
larly suitable_to students who are unable 
to attend either full or part-time archi- 
tectural and building schools, are avail- 
able from Mr. C Box, F.R.LB.A., 
A.LStruct.E., 115, Gower-street, London, 
W.C.1. Courses by correspondence are 
arranged not only for students in this 
country, but in all parts of the world 
Personal lessons are also given and special 
examinations prepared to suit individual 
requirements. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dumbartonshire.—Plans in hand for scheme of 
reconstruction of the workshops at South-st., 
Scotstoun, belonging to Yarrow & Co,, Ltd., 
shipbuilders, for which the architects are 
Charles J. MacNair, Elder & Ridley, 529, 
Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow West. 


Glasgow.—From plans prepared by their own 
architects, MacTaggart & Mickel, Ltd., 107, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow, C.1, to erect ten 
houses at Penrith-dr. West.—Plans are in hand 
for shops and houses, etc., at the Garscabe 
housing site, for which the architect is Archi- 
bald J. Jury, Corporation Housing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans in hand for factory build- 
ings to be erected at Hillington-rd., for the 
Hillington Industria] Estates, Ltd., ‘5, Wood- 
side-pl., ©.3, for which the architects are Wylie, 
Shanks & Wylie, 120, Blythswood-st., Blyths- 
wood-sq., Glasgow. 


Greenock.—Plans in hand for new bakehouse 
at, Captain-st., corner of Roxburgh-st., for 
Ww G. fcAulay, Ltd., for which the aacaiied is 
Frank Petrie, Library- bldgs., Wallace-sq., The 
Vennel, Greenock. 


Thornliebank.—Plans in hand or mew Ren- 


frewshire factory LE a for the. , «ttish In- 
dustrial Estates, Ltd., Woodsid *, \, C.3, for 
which thre architects pi Watson / mond & 
Gray, Central Station-bldgs. <2‘? Union-st., 


Glasgow. 


FUTURE 


CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be -found in the Advertisement pages ‘of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for applications ; name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
SEPTEMBER 28. 
t+Rotherham T.C.—Kitchen and dining hall at 


Grammar School for Girls. B.E., Municipal 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


t*Winchester T.C.—28 houses at Highcliffe 
estate. A.S. Wilson & Partners, 8, Princes-st., 
Storey’s-gate, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 29. 
+*Durham ©.C.—Erection of Technical College 
% peer ree. County A., Court-la., 
urham. 


SEPTEMBER 30. 


t*Bethnal Green B.C.—35 flats at Moss-st. 
T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


t*Durham C.C.—Dining-room and sculle 
Tudhoe R.C. School; dining-room and scullery 
at Trimden R.C. School; canteen and scullery 
s — Hill County School. County A., 
ourt-la. 


+Eastbeurne T.C.—Eight houses at Tideswell- 
rd., 18 at Chatfield-Davis estate, Hampden Park, 
and 6 at Chatfield-Davis estate. B.E., 2-4. 
Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Edmonton B.C.—Seven aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Church-la. Architeci’s Dept., Town 
Hail. Dep. £2 2s. 


t*West Sussex C.C.—Adaptations to “ Green- ° 


acres,’ North Parade, Horsham. F. R. Steele 
(F.), F.R.LC.S8., County A., County Hall, Chi- 
chester. 

+*Worthing T.C.—New primary school at Fin- 
don Valley. B.E. & S.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 1. 

+Bath E.C.—Phase 11’ of New Junior School 
at Moorlands. W. G. et. F.R.LCS., 18 
Charles-st., Bath. Dep. £2 

+* Essex a OR at 16-18, Gains- 
a Chelmsford. County A., Chelms- 


T.C.—32 houses at housing estatos.” 
BE wn Vail, Dep. £2 2s. 

ely: bes B.C.—42 houses at Park-la., 
Cheshunt. B.E. & 7 Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tendérs by October 

Towcester wanria houses at 3 sites. §&, 
Town Hall. Dep .£3 3s. 


THE BUILDER 

OCTOBER 3. 
+*Harpenden U.D.C.—10 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Masefield-rd. C., Baryon en Hall. Dep. 


Tenders by October 
*Northampton C.B a. rection of Gladstone 
Infants’ School. Dep. £2 
Roadie ng ‘. 
eet esbury ‘R.D.C.—(1) Three pairs of houses 
at Worminghall; (2) conversion cf 7 huts into 
ee accommodation at Hartwell P.O.W. camp. 
vaste. 4, Temple-sq., roe Bh Dep 
£3 3s. each 


£1 Is. 


Boston T.0.—52 houses at Woodville-rd. B.S. 
Municipal- bldgs. Dep. £2 2s 

Seaton Valley U.D.C.—48 houses at Blyth-st 
estate. §S., Council Offices, Seaton Delaval. 

OCTOBER 5. 
uildford R.D.C.—10 bungalows at Longacre, 

Shawnelderd Ash. E. & 8., Millmcad House. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Norfolk E.C.—Two additional classrooms, 
prey laboratory, art room, showers, baths 
and changing room and new playing pitches at 
Fakenham Grammar School. G. W. Oak (A.), 
Ed, Architect. Dep. £5. 


*Wembley B.C.—Brickwork steeaetien, on 
houses at —e ies Slough-la Boro’ 
Treas. Dep. 


esreten 6. 
*Carlisie T.C.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
i School. City E., 18, Fisher-st. Dep. 


OCTOBER 7. 

Burntisland T.C.—Work jn various trades - 
erection of 12 houses at Grange site. ‘ 
Douglas & Co., 15, East Port, Dunfermline. 

t*Portsmouth T.C.—Foundations for Pauls- 
— secondary modern school, City A. Dep. 

S. 

Sturminster R.D.C.—18 houses wiih roadworks 

at Stalbridge and 10 at Stounton Caundle. J. S. 


Nevill, Tregarthen House, 24,- West-st., Wim- 
borne. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 38. 


*East Grinstead U. ar “1g —Six pairs of houses at 
Ashurstwood estate. . Council Offices. Dep. 


+*Rotherham C.B.—76 houses at Broom or 
estate. B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. £3 

Windsor R.D.C.—20 et ag at Kingewick 
estate, Sunninghill. Building S., Bowden-rd., 
Sunningbill. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 10. 

*Andover T.C.—Eight semi-bungalows, Leve- 
la. site. R. S. Offord, B.S., “Beech Hurst,” 
Weyhill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Bowdon U.D.C.—Two pairs of houses, 4 flats 
and 6 old people’s dwellings. J. Price Nunn & 
Partners, architects, 180, Oxford-rd., Manches- 
ter, 13. Dep. £2. 

t*Esher U.D.C.—22 dwellings at Northfield 
Farm estate, Cobham. E. & S., Council Offices. 

Manchester T.C.—Erection of applied science 
sae at Newton Heath Technical School. City 


t*Northumberland ©.C. — County Modern 
School at Longbenton. County A., County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. Dep. £5 5s. 








— f~ wt 
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Rawtenstall T.C.—30 houses at Carr-la. estate 
an 19 at wy estate. B.E. & 8., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 11. 


Castletow 2 © of M.).—30 nenees at School 
Hill site. T. Quale, architect, 29, Athol-st., 
Douglas. oan £1 1s, 

*Nott! T.C.—Reinforced concrete foun- 


dation work at_Wigman-rd. Secondary School. 
City E. & 8., Guildhall. Dep. £2. 
OCTOBER 12. 

*Norfotk C. C.—Alterations and renovations at 

ie nae Hill,” Wroxham. County A., 25, Thorpe- 
Norwich. 

n geaii T.C.—52 houses at Leigh Park, 
Contract No. 8 City A., 1, Clarence-parade, 
Southsea. Dep. £3 3s. 

South Molton R.D.C.—Four houses at Molland 
and 16 at Witherbridge with road works, etc. 
A. G. Oxland, architect, 8, East-st., South 
Molton, N. Devon. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 13. 

*Chesterfield T.C.—New cleansing garage at 
Sheffield-rd., Stonegravels. B.E. & 8., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

ea 15. 

*Bournemouth ey ae at Grand 
Hall, St. prea lane Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Eight bungalows at War 


Memorial Homes site at Castle-la. Boro’ A 
Dep. £2 2s 
Heckmondwike U.D.C. — 30 houses with 


drainage, etc., at Dale-la. F. A. Brown, 8&., 
Council Offices, 

*Oldham C.B.—New infant school at Denker. 
Cameron & Middleton, A.R.LC.S., 32, Deans- 
gate, Manchester, 3. Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 17. : e 

*Bournemouth ©.B.—One pair of houses at 
Oswald-rd., Moordown. Boro’ A. (Room 9%). 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Ruislip-Northwood U.D.C. — Public -con- 
veniences on 6 sites. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Uaklands-gate, Northwood. 

OCTOBER 18. 

Rothwell U.D.C.—18 houses at Daisy Bank- 
ave. Cook & Culling, ‘architects, Nelson-chbrs., 
Meeting-la., Gold-st., Kettering. Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 19. 

*Billericay U.D.C.—Public conveniences at 

Chapel-st. §., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 24; 
*Bushey U.D.C.—42 houses and flats at High- 


wood-ave. E. & S., Council Offices, Rudolph-rd. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
*Derby C.B.—Dining- na and kitchen at 


Nightingale. rd. school. Pi es (F.), Boro* 


, Council House. Dep. ‘go 2s 
OCTOBER 28. 
Heme! Hempstead T.C.—14 anes at Vaux- 

halle rd. T.C., Town Hall. Dep, £2 2s. 

*Okehampton R.D.C.—14 houses at Hather-. 
leigh, Devon. Leslie G. Bailey, E. & S., 3, 
Station-rd., Okehampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Barking T.C.—Kitchen and dining-hall at 
Bifrons Secondary School. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 

*Brigg U. mG —-shernses to The Corn Ex- 
change. A. R. Haynes, F.R.I.C.8., 18, Bigby-st., 
Brigg, Lincs. “Dep. £1 1s. 

*Durham Colleges.—Block of lecture —. in 
grounds of science laboratories, 
‘Treas., 38, North Bailey, Durham. 5 

*Prescot U. .D.C..—(a) Block of 12 flats; ani 2B 
aged persons’ houses; (c) block of 8 shops with 
maisonettes over, all at Bryer estate. Gornall, 
Kelly’ & Shelton, Britannia ea 8, Hard- 


* shaw-st., St. Helens. Dep. £2 
_ PAINTING, ELECTRIC pees 


MA ETC. 
SEPTEMBER 30. 

+*Durham 6C.C.—Elecirical installation at 
Jarrow Bilton Hall County School. County A., 
Court-la. 

+*Durham C.C.—Heating installation at 
Jarrow Bilton Hall County School. County A., 
Court-la. 

OCTOBER 3. 

— T.C.—External decoration of Town 


Hall 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
OCTOBER 3. 

Rothwell (Yorks) U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
at Lawrence Villa scheme, Architect, Civic- 
bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 
; OCTOBER 4. 

*Salford T.C.—Site works for temiporary 
library at Cromwell-rd. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
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OCTOBER 7. 
Bridgewater 1.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Sydenham estate, part 3. B.E., Town Hall. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
Manchester E.C.—Site preparation work for 5 
schools. City A. Dep. £1 1s. each. 
Tynemouth C.B.—Laying of 18-in. dia. steel 
water main, Water E. & Manager, 5, Northum 
berland-sq., North Shields. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 8. 
t*Newmarket R.D.C.—Roads and_ footpaths 
at 4 sites. L. J. Cockerham, chartered architect, 
Council Offices, Park-la. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 10. 
Barnard Castle U.D.C.—Alterations and ex 
tensions to sewage disposal works. D. Balfour 


& Sons, Caledonian-bldgs., 145, Pilgrim-st , 
+0 ae l. Dep. £5 (payable to 
j.D.C,). 


Coseley U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Bat- 
man’s Hill site, scheme No. 2. P. J. Stanton 
E. & 8., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

York 1T.C.—Roads and sewers at Moor-la 
estate, Dringhouses.‘ City E. & Architect 
Guildhall. Dep. £1. 

York T.C.—Roads and sewers and retaining 
wall at Navigation-rd. City E. & Architect. 

OCTOBER 12. 

Biackwell R.D.C.—Extensions to sewage dis- 
posal works at Stockley-Patterton. E., Dale-cl., 
100, Chesterfield-rd., South Mansfield. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Lichfield R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Brook 
End, Fazeley and Welfield-rd., Alrewas. E. & 
S., Rural Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 17. 

Carshalton U.D.C.—Making-up Whitethorn- 
ave. E. & S., Stone Court, The Grove. Dep. £2. 
OCTOBER 20. 

Shardiow R.D.C.—Construction of Sandiacre 
regional sewerage and sewage disposal works. 
Elliott and Brown, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., 
Noitingham. Dep. £5 5s. (payable to R.D.C.). 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONRON) 


Chancery Lane.—Orrices.—Plans have been 
prepared by A. E. Richardson and Houfe, K.A., 
FF.R.1.B.A., 31, Old Burlington-st., W.1., for a 
block of offices on a site at the corner of 
Chancery-la. and Southampton-bldgs., . E.C.4. 
_ Hford.—F.ats.—Housing Comm. propose erect- 
ing 38 flats on a site in Beehive-Ine. Plans are 
being prepared by the Boro’ E. & S. 

iford.—Dwe..incs.—Housing Comm. propose 
developing a site at Gresham Hall estimated to 
accommodate 100 housing unis. Plans by 
Boro’ E. & S. 

Istington.—F.Lats.—B.C. propose 16 flats at 
Highbury New Park for which plans are being 
prepared by H. Monson, M.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
120, Moorgate, E,C.2. 

_ tslington.—FLats.—B.C. ; propose 16 flats at 
Kelvin-rd. for which plans are being prepared 
by H. Monson, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 120, Moor- 
gate, E.C.2. : 

Islington.—Ftats.—B.C. propose 16 flats at 
Alexander-rd., for which plans are being pre- 

ared by H. Monson, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 120, 
oorgate, E.C.2. 
islington.—Dwe..incs.—Tenders are shortly to 
be invited for the erection of 86 dwellings on a 
site in Sussex-way which i» being acquired com- 
pulsorily. Plans have been prepared by H. 
ao. M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 120, Moorgate, 


Islington.—F Lats.—Revised pans are being 
prepared by H. Monson, M.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
120, Moorgate. E.C.2, for 25 flats on a site to 
be acquired in Poets-rd. 

Islington. — Fiats anp Matsonettes. — H. 
Monson, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 120, Moorgate, 
E.C.2, is preparing plans for 32 flats and 
maisonettes on a site in Holly Park, for which 
M.H. has approved a compulsory purchase 
order, 

islington.—F Lats.—M.H. approved purchase 
of site in Queen Margaret’s-gr. where 24 flats 
are proposed to plans by H. Monson, M.B.E, 
F.R.1.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2. 

Islington.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. has received con- 
firmation of compulsory purchase order for a 
site in Pembroke-st. where 222 dwellings are to 
be erected. Tenders are to be invited shortly. 
Plans by H. Monson, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 120, 
Moorgate, E.C.2. 

Leyton. — Fiats. — Messrs. J. Trevor & 
Sons, 58, Grosvenor-st., W.1, inform us that they 
have no connection with the proposal to erect 
the flats mentioned in our issue for September 9 
and that the plans submitted by them were 
for the purposes of a claim under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. 


Swiss Cottage.—Scuoo..—L.C.C. propose erect- 
ing a new county primary school on a site 
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bounded by .Avenue-rd., Adelaide-rd. and 
Harley-rd. 
Twickenham. — Fists. — M.C.C. has pro- 


visionally approved proposal from B.C. to erect 
86 flats at Seymour-gdns, Plans are being pre- 
pared by Boro’ Architects. 


(PROVINCIAL) 

Accrington.—T..C. approved 30 houses at Wood- 
side-rd. and Burnley-rd., Huncoat, for Russell 
Bros., Ogden-st., Rochdale. 

Alsager.—Managers of Christ Church pro- 
pose repairs to church and new pavish hall at 
£5,000. 

Aston.— Permission received to re-build parish 
church. 

Bestwood, Notts.—M.H. have approved a site 


for housing at Bestwood Colliery village. Fifty 
dwellings can be accommodated. 
Bivth (Northumberland).—T.C. is to_ build 


242 dwellings in Cowpen-rd. area. D. W. Foster 
is Borough Engineer. 

Braintree.—U.D.C. received M.H. approval] to 
erect 200_houses on a 20-acre site in the Pan- 
field-Ine. area. A shopping centre may also be 
provided. 

Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for foundry, 
machine shop, Arthur-st., for C. H. Broughton, 
Lid.; warehouses, Marion-st., for A. Webster. 

Burnley.—T.C. propose fire station and fire- 
men’s homes on allotments at Ormerod-rd. and 
Belvedere-rd. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. are going ahead with 
£18,000 scheme for central civic restaurant in 
New Beetwell-st. W. 8. Wilson, Borough En- 
gineer and Surveyor. 

Choriey.—T.C. seek 
houses and 6 bungalows at 
Tootell site. 

Clayton le Moors.—Managers of All Saints’ 
and St. James’s Schoo] propose additional class- 
rooms and conversion of older premises into 
dining accommodation, kitchens, etc., at £5,000. 

Clayton le Moors.—U.D.C. received sanction 
to borrow £49,135 for 40 houses at Field Bottoms 
site. , 

Clun.—R.D.C. propose 8 houses at Kempton, 
4 at Mainstone, 4 at Shadwell, 4 at Norbury and 
8 at Chirbury. Have scheme in hand for a 
model village at Snailbeach. 

Coine.—A company known as “Friends of 
Wycoller, Lid.” has been formed for preserva- 
tion of Wycoller Hall. Estimated cost, £5-6,000. 
N. Hartley, Colne, architect. 

Coventry.—Third Scout Group to erect new 
headquarters at Bromleigh-dr. at £6,000. 

Crook and Willington (Durham).—U.D.C.. is 
to prepare a site for 168 houses. Architects, 
T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 
Shields. : 

Durham.—County Ed. Com? has_ received 
approval for two grammar technical schools 
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at Crossgate Moor and Spennymoor, and 
primary schools at High Usworth and Newton 
Aycliffe in 1950. Also for engineering work- 
shop blocks at Hebburn and Stockton, and 2 
schools in the Sunderlanu area, and a school 
ut Billingham. County Arcbitert, G. K 
Clayton, Court-Ine., Durham. ; 

Edenbridge.—Sevenoaks R.D.C. propose, sub- 
ject to M.H. approval, erecting 104 houses on a 
site at Crouch House-lne. 

Golborne.—U.D.C. propose 50-60 dwellings as 
extensions {to Maypole-ave. site. To prepare 
scheme for 30 houses near Barrowdale-rd. 
Approved plans for 3 single-story shops at junc- 
tion of Warrington-la. and Commonda., for 
Leigh Friendly Co-operative Society; branch 
H.Q. at Charles-st. for British Legion. 

Guildford.—R.D.C. Housing Committee pro- 
pose further houses sited as follows: Ash, 32; 
West Clandon, 14; East Horsley, 6; West Hors- 
ley, 10; Ripley, 42; Gomhall, 18; and Worples- 
don, 20. 

Haltwhistle.—A new office block is to be 
built at the works of Kilfrost, Lid. Architects, 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcasile-on-Tyne. 

Jarrow.—A licence has been granted for the 
building of a fertiliser factory for Messrs. Carr 
& Hutchinson, South Shields. Plans by V. Ord, 
County Architect’s Dept., Shire Hall, Durham. 

Kidderminster.—T.C. propose 240 houses at 
Franche. 

Lancaster.—Lansil, 
extensions to works. 

Lees.—U.D.C. are preparing plans for an addi- 
tional 16 houses. ; ‘ord. 

for Broad- 


Lid., Caton-rd., propose 


Surveyor, G. A. 

Leyland.—U.D.C, approved lay-out 
field estate. ; 

Lianrumney (Mon.).—M.H. confirmed Cardiff 
Corpn.’s application for compu!sery purchase 
of 100 acres: for the proposed erection of 3,600 
houses, etc. -Mr. E. C. Roberts is Cardiff’s City 
Engineer. 

Maghull.—Governors of Maghul! Homes, for 


Epileptics propose extensions, improvements 
and additions at £150,000. 
Middlesbrough.—Borough Engineer (J. A. 


Kenyon) has prepared layout plans for the erec- 
tion of 204 houses on the Beechwood Estate. 
Subject to M.H. consent, it is proposed to obtain 
tenders for 110 houses and negotiate contracts 
with local firms for another 50-60 houses. 
Newcastle (Staffs).—Alterations and additions 
are to be made to the Duke of Cumberland 


Hotel, Clayton-st., Newcastle. Plans by 
Wetherall & Lamb, Tweedliolme, Picton-pl., 
Newcastle. 


Newcastle (Staffs).—Siudents’ accommodation 
is to be built in Etherstone-ave., Newcastle, in 
connection with King’s College. Architect, 
F. L. Weightman, 12, Saville-row, Newcastle. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—A canteen kitchen is to 
be built at Dinnington Village School. Plans 
by ‘County Architect, W. W. Tasker, County 
Hall, Newcastle. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—A shop, showroom and 
offices are to be built in Cross-st., Newcastle, 
for S. Bernstone. Architect, C.,Solomon, St. 
Mary-pl., Newcastle. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—Extensions are to be 
made to the Jewish Synagogue in Eskdale-ter., 
Newcastle. Architect, C> Solomon, St. Mary’s- 
pl., Newcastle. 

Northampton.—T.C. have purchased Cherry 
Orchard Lodge Farm.as site for a new second- 
ary school. 


Petts Wood.—Plans for new H.Q. for Petts 
Wood, Kent, British Legion branch have been 
approved by Min. of Town and Country 
Planning. 


Saiford.—Trustees of Marlboropgh-rd. Metho- 
dist Church, Broughton, propose extensions and 
alterations to church. Plans by A. Baldwin. 


Shefheld.—T.C. to lease land at Penistone- 
rd. to E. Booth for warehouse, offices and work- 
shops; at Gilpin-st. to Quayle Bros., Ltd., for 
engineering workshops; at Wicker-la. and 


“Andrew-la. to Hopwood Timber Co. for timber 


works. Sheffield and Hallamshire Property 
Co., Ltd., propose workshop, Trafalgar-st. 


South Shields.—Newcasile Regional Hospital 
Board to convert Whiteleas Smallpox Hospital 
into a long-stay chronic annexe and S, W. Mil- 
burn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland, 
have been appointed architects. 


_Stockport.—T.C. propose alterations to central 
library and Reddish branch library. Plans 
approved for: Workshop and offices, junction 
of Kingston-st. and Cook-st. for Massey Harris; 
tool stock warehouse, Kennerley-rd., for Eden 
Bros., Ltd.; office block at Duke-st., for J. H. 
Stansfield; 5 blocks semi-detached houses at 
Vernon-ave. for Westhead & Septon; houses at 
Jessiefield, Marple, for J. Foulkes & Son; 
single-storey building at- Hopes Carr for G. 
Nixon & Co., Ltd.; operating theatre at 36, 
Edgeley-rd., for i 
Home; 
store- 


Edgeley Grange Nursing 
reconstruction and extension of fruit 
at 157, Wellington-rd. South, for J. 
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Saltivan ; garage for lorries at Canal-st. for 

W. Johnson; sheetmetal and tinsmiths’ works 
adjoining “‘ Bird in Hand,” Canal-st., for T. 
Wood; extensions to coachwork paint ay 
Crossley- rd., for Crossley Motors, Ltd., and 
shops with living accommodation for Py 
Howard. 

Pg > he erin approved of pane for: Houses 

Bideford-rd. for A.., lian; extensions 

poi alterations at Fuiacke gi st. for Singer Sewing 
Mach ine Co.; alterations and extensions at 

- Pineapple Inn,” Castle-st., for Manchester 
Brewery Co., Ltd. ; canteen, store and sanitary 
accommodation for Bagwash Laundry Co., Ltd. 
warehouse at Litthe Egerton-st. for Ellis ’ Sykes 
& Son, Ltd., and 46 houses, Curzon-id., for J 
Faulkes & Son. T.C. seek loans of £120,000 and 
£180,000 for Bank-la. and magnet gee Primar 
Schools. T.C. to convert a school hall at Bel- 
mont Secondary Modern School as_ canteen; 
propose alterations to Shaw Heath offices. 

Sunderiand.—Plans have been prepared by J. 
Potis & Son, 57, John-st., Sunderland, for the 
ae Se of workshops in Hudson-rd. and 
Sans-st. Sou : 

rn cg Application has been made for 

a licence for the erection of a Church of Eng- 
romoter 
icholas’ 





lend on the Thorney-cl. estate. The 
is the Rev. R. H. Talbot, Vicar of St. 
Church. 

Sunderiand.—Layout plans are being prepared 
by North-Eastern Trading Estates, Lid.. Low 
Fell; Gateshead, for extending the Pallion 
Trading Estate, Sunderland. 

Tynemouth. —Corporation to build 60 houses. 
Plans by D. M. O’Herhily, Borough Surveyor. 

Wortester.—Repairs to cathedral are esti- 
mated to cost £20,000. Cathedral Clerk of 
Works, R. Smith. Master of Fabric, Canon 
E. F. Braley. 

Workington.—Plans submitted and approved 
by B.C. for: Central premises, junction of 

Oxford- st. and Gray-st., for Ind. Co-op. Society, 
Ltd. Plans by O. H Roberts, 90, Westmorland- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; garage for 2 travelling 
shops, alterations to milk store and new store 

Jane-st. for Ind. Co-op. Society, _ Ltd. 
Plane by Jonathan Saul, Workington. Seven 
houses at Workington fire station for Cumber- 
land C.C.. Plans by John H. Haughan, County 
Architect, Carlisle. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification, 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 


Belford.—Bungalows for R.D.C.: 
Gregory, Seahouses, Northumberland. Gon 
Tully & Sons, West-st., Belford (4). 

Blyth.—Converting Beulah House _ inté 
maternity unit for Newcastle Hospital Board. 
Architects, J. W. Hanson & Sons, 123, North- 
umberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *William 
Moss & Sons, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £7,839. 

Bolton.—Houses for T.C.: 
Son (Bolton), Ltd., 90, Green-la., 
ae H. Pearse & Son, Darley-st., 


*John Brown & 
Bolton (32); 
Bolton 


Bristol.—New pennage buildings and certain 
alterations and additions i Cattle Market, for 
James, F.R.I.C.S., City Estates S. 
& Valuer, The Exchange, Corn-st. Quantities 
by Bernard & Sons, chartered quantity sur- 
veyors, 26, Orchard-st., Bristol 1:— 
H. C. Wakefield & & Sons, Ltd., ‘Abel x] 
H. J. Walker & Son, Bristol as 
W. Rogers & Son, Stoke Bishop .. i fia 
ogers & Sons, “e- Bristol 3. Te 
Knox, Lid., Bristol ne . 10,987 


i. Watson, Ltd., Bristol ne 10,688 
Stone & Co., Bristol 6.. eae . 10,488 
Wilkins & Coventry, Bristol 1 ... 10,208 
J... A: beg ark sisal rd., Ashley Dewa, 
Bristol 10,074 
Racal, _36 houses at Soting. “ Watling. 
tea, for B.D.C. W. Smith (F.) George- 


Oxford. Guantityes by Lemon & Peicaseel, 
Oxted. _— 


Hinkins ‘. Frewin, Ltd., Oxford... £51,636 
Lovells, Gerrard s Cross ... .-- 50,872 
Carter, vit "Oxford . Sec .-- 50,784 
Walden & n, Henley, Oxon ... .- 50,3599 
Organ & Son, Oxford he 49,990 
*Brown & Son, Nettlebed, Oxon °.. 48,402 


(Subject to M.H. approval.) ce 


Ceidstream.—20 houses at Priory Bank site, 
for T.C. D. Stewart, Burgh hay Town Hall. 
Quantities by Phillips. Knox Arthur, Edin- 
burgh: A. McLeod, Edinburgh, Tdeceek. etc.; 
Wm. Trotter, Gieenlaw, corpeatet. 
glazier; Wm. Marjoribanks, 
plumber, slater, Fem rag od A. Stlice, Cold- 
stone, laster ; Lo pe ‘Smith & Wylie, Edin- 

aren (Belford), Ltd., Bel- 

Wm. Rutherford, Cold- 


h, electric; Mc 
fon "roads, sewers ; 
stream, water main. 
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Corbridge (Northumberiand).—Nurses’ accom- 
modation at Charlotte Straker Cottage Hospital, 
for Newcastle Hospital Board. Architects, 
S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sun- 
derland: *R. C. Williamson (Durham), Ltd., 
Haugh-la., Hexham. 

Glasgow.—New houses at 
Archibald J. Jury, architect, Cor, 
ing Offices, Glasgow aay The 


Grathie-cres. 
ration Hous- 
rongate, Glas- 


gow: *Archibald Low & Co., Lid,, Glasgow, 
General Contractors, £8,098. 
-—Houses for T.C. 10 at Lee-on- 


G 
Solent: ‘Hawkins Bros. (Gosport), Ltd., 
£12,722; 20 at Woodcot estate: *Hawkins Bros. 
(Gosport), Ltd., £25,480; 20 at Woodcot estate: 
*C. M. Dash, Ltd., £25,581; six at Bridgemary 
“eens. Hughes, £7,644. 


Greenock.—Reconstruction of St. George’s 
Church of Scotland. Will J. B. Wright & 
Kirkwood, architects, Carlton House, 
Saar as Glasgow. Building, etc., 
R. F. West, Ltd., Campbell-st.. Glasgow; 
joinery, carpentry and ironmongery works, 
etc., James Blair & Sons, Laird-st., Glasgow; 
plumber and sanitary engineering works, etc., 
James Wilson & ‘Sons, Ltd., Espidan- st., 
Paisley. 

Hartlepool.—44 
Hart-rd., for T.C. 
Borough-bldgs. :— 
T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd., West Hartle- 


pool Pa i 
G. M. Pearson & Sons, Lid., Hetton-le- 
Hole 52,018 


estate: 


houses in two schemes at 
H. Snowball, B.E. & §&., 


R. Rennie & Sons, Hartlepool | «+» 51,729 
Watt Bros., Ltd., West Hartlepool +. 61,691 
W. W. Brazell, Ltd., West Hartlepool ... 51,473 
*C. M. Yuill, Ltd., — st., West le 
Hartlepool _... ; 51,065 - 
Hertford.—Five pairs houses oi i Nuteroft, se 


Datchworth, and a block of four and two pairs 
of houses at “ Foxdells,” Birch Green, for 
R.D.C. D. C. Denton-Smith, architect, 40, 
Regent-st., Cambridge. Quantities by Ernest 
R. Babbs & Sons: *George Mott & Son, 
Watton- ai Stone, Hertford. 

' Islington.—14 + maisonettes at Tollington Park 
site, for B.C.: 


Fredk. Smith & Co. Ciaiitees). Ltd., 
S.E.14 «0 ne 


Stapleton ‘& Sons, Ltd., . 29,474 
Pitchers, Ltd., ... 29,199 
je 2 Rowley (Londsiiy, Lid., Naz... 29,047 
Dove oe Ltd., N.1 ... 28,419 
F. & H. F. ‘Higgs, Lid., 27,764 
Gee, Walker & Slater, bia Wi 27,224 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., N.1 <.. 26,831 
C.& F. ion is 170, Hornsey- om 

N.6 26,426 


London (Admiralty). St. reais RN. Air 
Station, General repairs to roads, Wr & J. 
Glossop, Ltd., 101, Cowick-st., Exeter. 
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(Air Ministry).—List of new contracts 
to value of £500 or over for week ended Septem- 
ber 17. Building work: Sherfield Bros., Farn- 
ham, Surrey. Gen maintenance work : 
and J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, 
Lanes; James Blake, Ltd., Aberdeen ; F. 
Rendell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes. Erection of 
hutting: W. 8. Try, Lid., Uxbrid ©, Middx. 

installation F 


Heating and hot water ins m. Freer, 
Ltd., London, W.C.1. Mods. to H. and H.W. 
installation : 


arfoot if at, Lid., London, 
ap 8 Alterations to H installation : 
. Shouksmith & Sons, Ltd., York. 


ghonena (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended September 10:— 


London: P.O. Stores, Challons Piano Factor. 
Kingsway-rd., N.W.9, Stores alterations, R. 
Powis, Ltd., 13, Pate cea Wembley, Middx: 
Imperial Institute, Kensington, External and 
internal painting, F. Troy & 

Great Suffolk-st., S.E.1; Recelgn Office, White. 
haH, Internal painting, etc., Decorative Art 
Guild, Lid., 43, Lower Belgrave-st., §.W.1. 
County Girls’ School Wokingham, 
and © dining-room, larvey Russell, 
Reading-rd., Woodley, nr. Reading. 
Fifeshire : Hawklaw Radio Station, Cupar, Ex- 
tensions and alterations, Robt. Durin, Cupar- 
rd., Tayport, Fife. Lanarkshire : D/H State 
Institute, Carstairs, Internal paintin E. 
MacIndoe & Li Cowgate, Kirkintil- 
lock. Lines: H-M. Coastguard Station, Skeg- 
ness, Two houses and duty room, J. T. Barber 
& Son, 40, Hessle-av., Boston. Midd : Nat. 
Physical Lab., Teddington, External and in- 
aoe painting, Geo. Jones & Son (Contractors), 

td., 278, Kensington Church-st., W.8. Yorks: 
Middleton Park, Avenue School, Leeds, Dining- 
room and cullery, J. Pullan & Sons, Lid., Mar- 
y-ter., Beeston, Leeds; Fairweather Green 
School, Shuttieworth- la., Bradford, Kitchen and 
dining-room, $ v. Shackleton, Ltd., 434, 
Leeds-rd., Bradford, County Primary School, nr. 
Malton, Rillington, Kitchen and dining-room 
and removal of temp, defence works, A. Moore 
& Son, Spring Hill-rd., Scarborough. 


{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended September 
10 :— 

Derby: Painting work. F. Labbett & Son, 
Nottingham. Cumberland: Road work, Con- 
stable Hart & Co., Ltd., London, §.W.1. Yorks: 
Miscellaneous work, J. H. Metcalfe Bros., Don- 
caster. Brecon: Painting work, J. Hood, Caldi- 
cot, Mon. Dorset: Painting work, Arnold Shar- 
rocks, Ltd., London, 8.W.1. Wilts: rae 
work, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., London, S.W. 
Berks: Painting work, F. Labbett & Son, Not. 
tingham. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of (a) 12 flats and 
(b) 16 2 vag at. Thorntree estate, for T.C.: 
(a): *H. A. Dawson (Estates), Ltd., Billing- 
ham-on-Tees; (b): *T. A. Greenwell & Co., 145, 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. 


Middieton.—Houses for B.C. : 
hurst ye Lid., Suffield- st. (8); Ray 
Tonge & Co., 58, Mainway, Alkrington (8) ; 
Green & Son (Builders), Ltd., Stocks And 
Cheetham Hill-rd., Manchester (6); *A. Red- 
fern & Sons Ltd., Fields New-rd., Chadder- 
ton (6); (reat of Middleton). 


Northallerton.—Eight pairs of houses at The 
Crescent, Valley-rd. eae for U.D.C._ Brier- 
ley. Syme Leckenby, architects, 13, Lendal, 
York. gs a hy Biscomb & Ferrey, York :— 
Moody Bros., rd., Northallerton... £22,794 
*Walter tieipees (Contractors), Ltd., 

17, North-end, Northallerton ... «oe 621,579 


—— pton.—64 houses at six sites, for 


R.D.C. 2 Miller, architect, 1, Cheyne-walk. 
Billing : ay E. Cockerill & Sons, , Milton-st., 
Northampton, £5, Faraiey, * Hastings: 
*Branson & Jones, td. Milton- st., Northamp- 


*H. Holloway & Sons; 8, 


ton, £8,344; Wooton : ; 
£8,436’; _Kisling- 


Clarence-av., Northampton, 
bury: *Branson & Jones, Ltd., Milton-st., 
Northampton, £11,146; Cogenhoe : *Acme Build- 
ing Co., York-rd., en 
Duston: ane Building Co., 20, 
De cg ton, £27,863; and *W. E. 

Sons, 7, ilton-st., Histhamseten, £13,835. 


Nottingham.—Alterations at Taylor’s factory, 
South Sherwood-st., for City C a. R. M. 
Finch, O.B.E., M.LC.E., City E. & 8., Guild- 
hall. *W. Appleby & & Son, Castle Boulevard, 
Noitingham (subject to approvals). 


Ripley.—56 penens at Elms erate. for U.D.C. 
W. E. Clark, S., Town Hall: H. Smith 
(Builders), Ltd., Saattom -in- Keitield. Moan Go (16) ; 
*Harris Bros. (Marehay), Ltd., Marehay, Rip- 
ley, £26.758 (20); *Ripleys, Ltd., Ripley, £27,420 
(20). (Subject to M.H. approval.) 


Sacriston.Dining-room and_ scullery at 
Sacriston County School, for County E.C. G. R. 
Clayton, County A., Court-la., Durham: *H. D. 
Harding, Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne, £4,491. 


Shefheld.—Six houses at Rivelin, for. T.C.: 
*Hill & Roberts, Parsonage-st., ‘Sheffield 6, 
£12,992 ; substructure and rainage work for 
proposed om cuaninee garage at Herries-rd.: *W. G. 

obson , Bamforth-st., Sheffield 6, £20,212. 





*Ashton Smet- - 
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Shefheid.—Day nursery at Carnbrenk recrea- 
tion ground: *Direct Labour, £6,000 
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THE BUILDER 


Southport.—10 houses at Rufford-rd. No. 1 
site: *S. Rostron & Sons. 

Stockport.—Nursery at Whitehill-st., for T.C.: 
*F, Williamson, 128, Higher Hillgate, Stock- 
port, £7,624. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Branch library in “‘ Orlit ” 
oa. for T.C, A. G. Sinclair, Boro’ A., 

The Square, Thistle Mend Stockton : *Tar- 
- Be, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., ‘Stockton-on-Tees, 
£5,850. 

Stokesley.—Erection of building to house 
cleansing vehicles at Great Ayton, for R.D.C. 
Architect, J. R. ges (L.), Hutton Rudby, 
Yarm: *d. C. Mitchell, 20, Dixons Bank, Mar- 
ton, Middlesbrough. 

Sunderland.—Reconstruction of premises +t 
John-st., for Sunderland Conservative Associa- 
tion: *R. Hudson & Sons, St. Mark’s-cres., 
Sunderland. ; : 

Sunderiand.—4¢8 houses at Pennywell estate, 
for T.C. J. E. Lewis, 27, Fawcett-st., Sunde- 
land, B.E.: *L. W. Evans (Contractors), 
Norfolk-st., Sunderland (140); *Lane, Fox 
Co., Lid., High. Barnes Works, Sunderland 
(120); *G. H. Plemper, Ltd., Old Chester-rd., 
Sunderland (20); *J. W. Ridley, Ltd., Thorney 
Close, Sunderland (24); *Stewart Bros., Lamb- 
ton-ter., Sunderland (12); *Cowell & Rawlings 
Ltd., Railway Siding, Sunderland (12); *T. 
Stewart, Hill View Estate, Sunderland (22): 
*Gordon Bell, Ltd., Viewforth- ter., Sunderland 
(12); *R. G. Finlay, Ltd., 28, West Sunniside, 
Sunderland (24); *T. D. Gibbons & Son, Hen- 
don Burn-av., Sunderland (22); *A. V. Clerey & 
Sons, 14, Frederick-st., Sunderland (60). 

Tarvin.—Four houses at Huxley, for R.D.C.: 
*J. Wright & Son, Huxley, Ches, £4,748. 








SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 




















London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 





BROAD-ACHESOK 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


provide greater 
thermai insulation 
BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W 2. PADdington 9091 
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Torrington.—Four houses with site yoabe at 
Beaford and four at Fg omg e for R.D.O. 
Oliver & Sons (F. & L.), Queen Anne’s-chbrs., 
Se ae Quantities ‘py A. F. Milward, 
F.F.A.S. (Quant.): *Frank Poplam. Little 
Son Torrington, £6,782 and £6,683. (Sub- 
ject to M.H. appvoval), 

Wakefield.—30 houses at Shay-la. estate, Crof- 
ton, for R.D.C.: *G. Fothergill & Son, Leeds- 
td., Robin Hood, Wakefield, £38,547. 

Wallsend.—Marine instrument and fitting 
shops at Wallsend Research Station, for Par- 
sons & Marine Engineering Turbine Research 
& Development Association. .Engineers, R. T. 
James & Partners, St. Nicholas’-bldgs., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Purdie, Lumsden & Co., Ltd., 
25, Oxford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Wycombe.—14 bungalows at Princes Ris- 
borough (New-rd.) estate, for R.D.C. J. M. 
Smith (F.), architect, 100, Easton-st., High 
Wscambe, Bucks: *A. & E. Barnard Bros., Bell- 

, Princes Risborough, Bucks, £11,263. 











if | 
te ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING <. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
\ERECTION CRADLES J 














WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS — 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











Boyle's -.'r. Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 





























WATerloo 5474. 
“Three Generations oF Building : 

















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 
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St. Albans & Mid-Herts 
Hospital (Extension). 


7 Architect ; 
/ 3 L. J. Ellis, Esq., LiR.J:B.A 





: ye in the Orlit use of the word, 
is applied to a great variety, of buildings, 


from temporary accommodation on a bombed 
site to dignified structures for semi-permanent use. 

When any such building has to be erected 
with the maximum speed and the minimum use 
of timber and ‘steel, the Orlit Pre-Cast method 


The new “Sarah Swift” Surgical Ward at of hutting will suit best. 
Guy’s Hospital. 


Architects: 
Messrs. Thompson, Walford & Fielder, F]A.R.1.B.A. 


ORLIT nae aia ORLIT 


HOSPITAL WARDS . SCHOOL BUILDINGS 
LIBRARIES - OFFICES CONSTRUCTION 


FACTORY CANTEENS 
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES . ETC., ETC. | [_ DELIVERY EX STOCK ] 


ORLIT LTD _- 18 BUCKINGHAM GATE - LONDON S.W.| - Telephone Victoria 6701-4 
ORLIT (LANCASHIRE) LTD - 3 BROWN STREET - MANCHESTER 2 Telephone Blackfriars 0718 
ORLIT (N. IRELAND) LTD - BENSON STREET ~- LISBURN ~- Co. ANTRIM ~- Telephone Lisburn 3249 
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sek LEADING DECORATORS 
NOW DECORATING LONDON 
TO THEIR UTMOST ABILITY oh 


ere Phone: HOU. 3212/3/4. "Grams: ee 





















WOOD FLOORING 
NATIONAL FLOORING ¢° L” 


183, HAM/AERSMITH ROAD, W.6 
Phone: Riverside 5225. 


LIVERPOOL @ MANCHESTER 























SALTER, EDWARDS | Reatiitaes uted | pack ASPHALTE 


& CO. LTD. 


A S b H A L T E R S ASPHALTE, TARMACADAM & FELT sauna 


LONDON, W.9. Pe 2 183 HAMMERSMITH ROAD, LONDON. W.6 
Telephone : RIVERSIDE 5226. 


ABBEY 3232 





























S.W,1 














PETER STREET 








GENERAL ASPHALTE?™ ecirmincnam © saisrox 


41, GREAT 





e LIQUID COLOURS for CEMENT, CONCRETE, Etc. 
Manufactured by SEALOCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED 
‘7 Atlantic Works, Macbeth St., H’smith, London, W.6. Phone: RIV 2636-7 &7 275 

















_STE ELWORK sy 


|| SHARMAN 


Head Office: LTD. 


THE PARADE, SUNBURY, MIDDX. 
"Phone: Sunbury3210 'Grams: ‘* Sharman, Sunbury’’ 
All communications to above address. 
Works : SWAN WORKS, HANWORTH, MIDDX, 
*Phone: Feltham 3007 And at HAYES, MIDDX. 


[BENNIE onl 2 FTS STREET S.E11 


MARBOLITH 


The original composition flooring 
with bitumised finish is now again 
available. 

LINOLEUM, CORK TILES, RUBBER, ETC. 
Particulars & Samples From: 
THE MARBOLITH FLOORING Co Lta. 


29 ALBERT EMBANKMENT, LONDON, S.E.11 
RELIANCE 2¢62 3 


BRIGHT’ §$ 
ASPHALT 


ST. MARY'S CHAMBERS, 161A, STRAND, 
LONDON, W.C.2. Telephone: TEMPLE BAR 7156 







| Piumpine & Giazine Contractors F 


TEL. 
MAIDA VALE 4816 


BITUMEN or PITCH FLOORS 
COLOURED OR NATURAL SHADES 

























70, SALUSBURY RD. 
LONDON, N.W.6 



















Branches 
at 


BIRMINGHAM SHEFFIELD 
IPSWICH MIDDLESBROUGH 




















































N & CO. LT a ee . 
Kove "3 state 9 OT EH HEATING & WENTILATING ENGINEERS ff] Stein se ce Sa CHIMES SE | 
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“te skye ae pete ota ge ates, 








ASPHALTEEN 
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E. C. & J. KEAY LTD. 


Constructional Engineers and Ironfounders 


STEEL-FRAMED BUILDINGS 
BRIDGES ROOFS STANCHIONS 
GIRDERS TROUGH FLOORING 
Cl. TANKS Cl. COLUMNS Tinwe=-— 
C._ CUTTERS ogee i 





CONTRACTORS TO H.M. ADMIRALTY, | 

H.M. WAR OFFICE, H.M. OFFICE OF 

WORKS, CROWN AGENTS FOR THE 
COLONIES 


JAMES BRIDGE WORKS, DARLASTON apg nape 


“RUNNYMEDE,” STRATFORD ROAD 
HENLEY-IN-ARDEN, WARWICKSHIRE 
Telephone: 211 HENLEY-IN-ARDEN 


Telephone: Telegrams: 
Darlaston 161 "Keay, Birmingham” 


Also LONDON and SOUTHAMPTON 











inst great pressure and shock 


Armitage Engineering Bricks satisfy in full measure the demands of 
architects for structural material which will withstand» maximum 
pressures. For this reason they are regularly specified for some of 
the largest engineering contracts in this country. Absorption is a 
mere 0.97% (Kirkcaldy). We also manufacture fine quality Red 
Facing Rustic, Multi-coloured and all kinds of Moulded Bricks, 
Machine-made and Sand-faced Tiles, also all classes of York Stone, 
- either rough-sawn or to Architects’ details. 





———o 


AGE ENGINEERING BRICKS 


GEO. ARMITAGE & SONS LTD., ROBIN HOOD, WAKEFIELD. 


Telephone: ROTHWELL 2141 (3/ines)(LEEDS) Te/egrams:“ARMITAGE SONS: ROBIN HOOD: 








CRADLE- SCALE L 


CONTRACTORS FOR HIRE AND FIXING 
SCAFFOLDING AND TRAVELLING CRADLES 


OFFICES : 
6, 7. &-8, PERCY PLACE, 
SHEPHERD’S BUSH, LONDON, W.12 


Works: 143A, Percy Road. Stores: 2, 3, 4 8&5, Percy Place 
Telephone: SHEPHERD’S BUSH 2377 (4 lines) 
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